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STEWARSDHIP CORNER 

“I Don’t Have Enough Time” 
Let’s focus on time for this month. Even when 
we are retired, an empty nester, working and/
or raising a family, we never seem to have 
enough time. We have to work, the kids are in 
‘this and that’, doctor appointments, we 
sleep, we eat, we take ‘me time’, ‘go here 
and there’—the list goes on and on. It 
doesn’t matter who we are or how gifted or 
how able or strong, we will never be able to 
meet every need around us nor accomplish 
all that we see needs to be done. However, 
we can find time and the ability to do what 
God is calling us to do. 

1440 minutes/day; 43,200 minutes/month. 
Seems like a bunch of time?? 
But we are busy, busy, busy! 

So what are we to do? A writer I was reading 
“boiled” this question to 3 points: 
• In 1 Peter - we must grasp exactly who we 

really are as Christians. 
• Paul reminds us in Romans and Ephesians, 

we must comprehend exactly where we 
are. 

• We must also ask and respond to the issue 
of just why we are here (Mt 28:19-20). 

(Continued on Page 2) 

“And they devoted themselves to … the fellowship….”(Ac 2:42) The second 
matter mentioned in the description of the Church at Jerusalem is devotion to 
the fellowship. That term “fellowship” isn’t used as frequently as in past 
years. It is an attempt to render the Greek term κοινωνία into English. That 
term κοινωνία refers to the ties and bonds that individuals have with one 
another, a close association involving mutual interests and sharing. We can 
express that concept as partnership or communion.

At the very basic level, fellowship is seen in how parishioners are to 
recognize each other as members of the same group. Membership in 
organizations might not be emphasized in 21st Century America. But 
membership in an organization is significant. It comes with rights and 
privileges, as well as duties and responsibilities. We can identify people as 
belonging to the group or not. When an individual belongs to our 
congregation, there are ties that we have to them which we don’t have to 
others who may live in the same community.

The foundation of Christian fellowship is the bond that believers have with 
God Himself. We see this mentioned by the Apostle John: “This is the 
message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, and 
in him is no darkness at all. If we say we have fellowship with him while we 
walk in darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth. But if we walk in the 
light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the 
blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.”(1Jn 1:5-7) We are first brought 
into association with God, then with all others who share that same 
association with God. Christians are part of this, but those who don’t share 
our confession of faith don’t have fellowship with us. That demarcation is 
important: “Do not be unequally yoked with unbelievers. For what 
partnership has righteousness with lawlessness? Or what fellowship has 
light with darkness? What accord has Christ with Belial? Or what portion 
does a believer share with an unbeliever? What agreement has the temple of 
God with idols?”(2Co 6:14-16a)

Images about fellowship include citizenship, belonging to the household of 
God, and being part of God’s temple: “For through [Christ] we both have 
access in one Spirit to the Father. So then you are no longer strangers and 
aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the 
household of God, built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, in whom the whole structure, 
being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. In him you also 
are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.”(Eph 2:18-22)

But perhaps the most well known illustration of fellowship in the Scriptures 
is the image of the human body: “For just as the body is one and has many 
members, and all the members of the body, though many, are one body, so it 
is with Christ. For in one Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or 
Greeks, slaves or free—and all were made to drink of one Spirit. For the body 
does not consist of one member but of many…. But God has so composed the 
body, giving greater honor to the part that lacked it, that there may be no 
division in the body, but that the members may have the same care for one 
another. If one member suffers, all suffer together; if one member is honored, 
all rejoice together.”(1Co 12:12-14, 24b-26) Being brought into the Church places a 
person within the Body of Christ alongside all the other believers. This 
establishes the ties and bonds among disciples of Jesus. In particular, there 
are shared experiences that believers have with each other in joy and sorrow.

(Continued on Page 4)
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Upcoming Dates 

Saturday, May 6: 

 Church Cleanup Day, 8am—12pm 

Sunday, May 7: 

 Voters Assembly Meeting, 12:15pm 

Sunday, May 28: 

 Pentecost Sunday & Confirmation 

Sunday, September 10: 

 Apple of His Eye Ministries Visit
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Stewardship Corner (Continued from Page 1) 
Jesus did many actions in his 3 short years of ministry on earth. There were 
overwhelming demands on Him. There were days He wanted to rest and 
needed to rest. Even though there was much to do, His focus was on doing 
His Father’s will. 

The Lord Jesus set the pattern for our Christian life. We are, after all, 
Christians—those who follow Christ. And our Lord Jesus gives. He is 
generous. And His generosity is all encompassing.  
• He took the time to teach the disciples.  
• He stopped to listen to the woman who reached out to touch the hem 

of His garment.  
• He had compassion on a tired, hungry crowd and multiplies the loaves 

and fishes for them. 
• When He gave, He gave of Himself: time, effort, attention, concern. 

These are examples for us to follow. 

So we should ask ourselves: How am I giving of myself for the work of the 
Lord’s Church? Whatever we are doing with our time in honoring, praising 
or glorifying Him, the Lord blesses us in it. 

“The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, the world, and those who live in 
it.” (Ps 24:1) 

2023 HOLY WEEK 
WORSHIP SCHEDULE 

During Holy Week, we will hold a series of  
worship services to commemorate the 
works of  Christ that bring us salvation: 

April 2 – Palm Sunday 
Divine Service - 10:30am 

April 6 – Holy Thursday 
Divine Service - 12:00pm   
Divine Service - 7:00pm 

April 7 – Good Friday 
Noon Service - 12:00pm    
Passion Vespers - 7:00pm 

April 8 – Holy Saturday 
Vigil of  Easter - 7:00pm 

April 9 – Easter Sunday 
Divine Service - 10:30am

CHURCH MAILING ADDRESS 
Since the United States Postal Service 
permitted us to have a mailbox on our 
grounds in July 2021, the church has been 
using the following address for mail: 

Calvary Evangelical Lutheran Church 
208 Woods Drive 
Mechanicsburg, PA  17050 

Some correspondents have continued to use 
the old post office box address or put that 
number (374) on envelopes. None of those 
letters are being delivered to the church, as 
all forwarding services have elapsed. This is 
a particular issue for parishioners who have 
their financial institutions directly send 
payments via mail to the church.  

Please update your contacts with the correct 
mailing address for the church.

CLOTHING CLOSET — APRIL 29 
Our Clothing Closet here at Calvary is planning to offer free clothing to the 
public on Saturday, April 29, in our Social Hall from 11:00am—12:30pm.  

We have a good beginning with some stored clothing and your ongoing 
donations. Thank you for your past support. Your help is still  needed to 
continue to provide this opportunity to people. 

We’ll soon begin to go through the clothing to get it ready to present. There 
will be sign up sheets in the Narthex and we hope that some of you will 
volunteer. It only takes a few hours to complete the sorting, even fewer if 
more folks agree to help. 

Thanks for thinking about how you can assist our charitable ministry.

LWML/LADIES AID SOCIETY NEWS
 
EASTER VIGIL RECEPTION
This  annual  fellowship  event   will  follow  the  Divine  Service  on 
Saturday, April 8. Please use the signup sheet in the Narthex if you 
are  able  to  provide  “finger  foods”  to  share.  Any  questions  can  be 
answered by Tam Lukens.
 
LWML SPRING RALLY
Mark your calendars for the LWML Spring Rally at Bethany Lutheran 
Church, Ewing, NJ on Saturday, May 6. Carpooling will be available. 
Please speak to Tam Lukens if you are interested in attending. More 
information will be provided in upcoming Sunday bulletins! 
Bishop Hardy will be the Mission Speaker. In-gathering items for this 
event include: Bibs, Onesies, Pacifiers, Brush/Comb, Baby Shampoo, 
Rattles and Receiving Blankets for a Pregnancy Center.  A collection 
box will be in the Narthex through the month of April.
 
NEXT MEETING
Our next meeting will be Saturday, April 15 at 9:30am in the adult 
education room. Hope to see you there! 
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lcms ministry to the armed forces

 OPERATION

MilitaryShare Program 
Our last distribution was held on March 15. We served 
33 families, totaling 79 people. Six families were unable 
to pick up their food. Their food allotments were 
distributed to the Ecumenical and High Point Church 
food banks. 

Our next distribution will be held on April 19. 

move-in BOX PROJECT UPDATE 
The Operation Barnabas Chapter is planning to 
assemble five Move-In Boxes for homeless veterans 
moving into transitional housing. More details will be 
provided as we approach the fall season. 

Honor Wall 
The Honor Wall is nearing completion. It will be located 
to the right of the double doors as people enter the 
Narthex from the Education Wing. The Honor Plaque 
will be displayed along with the American flag and the 
Luther Rose flag. A handcrafted sign saying “God and 
Country” will also be part of the wall display.  

Parishioners who have served in the military but are not 
currently listed on the Honor Plaque should speak to 
Bob Ardner about inclusion.

PARISH GENERAL CASH FLOW REPORT 
(January 1—February 28, 2023) 

INCOME 
General Offering                             $ 34,678.00 
Mission Offering                             3,188.88 
Building Fund                             877.50 
Plate Offering                                      835.00 
Memorial                                    0.00 
My Neighbor                                  0.00 
1-1-1 Mission CollecHon                              27.00 
IniHal Offering                                  105.00 
Church Year Seasonal Service Offerings              569.00     
Building Use                                      0.00 
Refund Income                                     0.00 
Other Income                                  0.00 
Thrivent Choice Dollars                              322.00 
Lutheran Witness                                 247.60 
Sunday School                               0.00 
Youth Group                                        20.00 
       _                              

TOTAL INCOME                                 $ 40,869.98 

EXPENDITURES 
1000 Pastoral Expenses                            $ 15,447.46 
   (Salary & Benefits) 
2000 Personnel Expenses                        5,344.88 
   (Secretary, Organist) 
3000 Real Estate Expenses                      8,640.05 
   (Insurance, U8li8es) 
4000 OperaHng Expenses                      7,519.26 
   (Maintenance, Supplies, Custodial Services) 
5000 Ministry Expenses                           395.00  
   (Board and Program Ac8vi8es) 
6000 Mission Support                            2,200.00 
   (District Pledge, New Hope Ministries, Missionary Support) 
7000 Mortgage                            2,708.68 
8000 Non-Budgeted Expenditures                       0.00 
   (Revolving, My Neighbor, Memorial) 

Budgeted Disbursements                          $ 42,255.33 
Non-Budgeted Disbursements                         0.00 
       _                              

TOTAL EXPENDITURES                          $ 42,255.33 

NET CASH FLOW                            – $ 1,385.35 

General Cash Flow does not include Capital Campaign income, 
Renova8on Project expenses, or Opera8on Barnabas income/expenses, 
which are accounted separately.

MOWING TEAMS ASSEMBLE! 

Spring has arrived, which brings with it the need to care 
for our church grounds. One of the large tasks is the 
weekly yard mowing and weed removing. 

Volunteers are needed who are willing to donate two—
four hours each month to this effort. The goal is to 
establish four mowing teams with at least three people 
per team. Trustees will be able to provide training of 
how to use the lawn equipment owned by the church.  

If you are able to help with this work, please register on 
the signup sheet in the Narthex. Mowing teams are 
being organized this month.
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Next Calvary Comment Deadline is  Sunday, April 16, 2023. 
 Please send info to CalvaryComment@Verizon.net 

What else marks this fellowship that Christians have with their fellow believers? 
What are the duties and responsibilities that they are to carry out? We find those 
illustrated in the directives given by the apostles to various Christian congregations: 

“Let brotherly love continue. Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for 
thereby some have entertained angels unawares. Remember those who are in 
prison, as though in prison with them, and those who are mistreated, since you 
also are in the body.”(Heb 13:1-3)

“Do nothing from selfish ambition or conceit, but in humility count others more 
significant than yourselves. Let each of you look not only to his own interests, but 
also to the interests of others.”(Php 2:3-4)

“Brothers, if anyone is caught in any transgression, you who are spiritual should 
restore him in a spirit of gentleness. Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be 
tempted. Bear one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.”(Ga 6:1-2)

“Pray at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. To that end, keep 
alert with all perseverance, making supplication for all the saints.”(Eph 6:18)

Those directives are based upon the bonds and ties that Christians have with each 
other. Sharing goals and concerns, working for the benefit of each other, knowing 
needs to be prayed for—those are aspects of the fellowship that exists among 
disciples. Putting those directives into action requires knowing and interacting with 
each other. Without that, the actions that express and build up fellowship won’t be 
possible. Christ may be able to peer into hearts and minds of individuals, but we 
don’t have that ability! So an agenda item that Calvary will need to consider is 
developing such interaction requisite to carry out these activities. But if that is done, 
then the fellowship that Christ has already created between us and Him and among 
each other can be enhanced. That is a worthy goal for us to pursue!

CHURCH CLEANUP DAY: MAY 6 

Many hands make light work! It will 
soon be time for us to put that saying 
to the test with a Church Cleanup Day 
on Saturday, May 6. 

Basic outdoor cleanup tasks need to be 
done on our church grounds, including 
washing windows, removing weeds, 
trimming hedges, and pruning tree 
branches.  

A larger project is taking down several 
large pine trees, particularly those by 
the mower shed. With enough helpers, 
this also will be possible to accomplish. 

Work will begin at 8:00am. Lunch will 
be provided at 12:00pm.  

Look for a signup sheet with more 
information posted in the Narthex 
during April.
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