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STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
As a new year has begun, here are some 
Stewardship Notes for members: 

2023 Offering Envelopes were placed in the 
Narthex during December 2022. If you have 
yet to collect your set, please do so the next 
time you are at church. If you have not 
received a set, please inform the Church 
Office. 

The 2023 Stewardship Pledge Drive held in 
November 2022 resulted in only eleven (11) 
returned forms. From those forms, a total of 
$75,176 was pledged to be contributed in 
2023. A different method or emphasis may 
be conducted in Fall 2023. 

The Capital Campaign conducted as part 
of the Calvary 2020 Renovation Project had 
received a total of $321,377 through 
November 2022. That is $16,177 more than 
the $305,200 pledged amount. 

Thank you for your dedicated response of 
contributing abilities, time, and monies to 
Christ’s work in 2022!

Starting in God’s name: that’s what we do whenever we gather to hold the 
Divine Service. The Invocation is made: “In the Name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit.” With that Invocation, we recall the name that was 
placed on us at our baptisms. Whether that happened when we were infants, 
children, teenagers, adults, or senior citizens, the same act was done: water 
was poured on us at Jesus’ command and with His promise, while the name 
of God was spoken. That was our initiation into the kingdom of heaven, just 
as the Lord of that kingdom prescribes in Matthew 28.

Such invocation is also done at other times when we are about to take up 
activities instituted by the LORD and come with promises and/or 
responsibilities. Or when we are about to conduct actions that reflect the 
identity that we’ve been given. The Invocation is spoken at baptisms, 
confirmations, weddings, and funerals. It also is done when we put 
individuals into ecclesiastical offices, such as pastoral ordinations or when 
installing congregational officers.

Why is this done? The Invocation is a call for the Triune God to assist our 
efforts. It is also a reminder that we belong to Him, that we are citizens of a 
kingdom ruled by a Lord and that our lives are not completely our own. 
Instead, we have been put into a new relationship with Jesus Christ, bound to 
Him as our Redeemer and Savior. His will becomes the agenda that we are to 
carry out, as we are not only marked with the Triune God’s name but are also 
taught to observe all that Jesus commanded.

That truth is to be remembered as we begin another calendar year, the Year of 
Our Lord (Anno Domini) 2023. We have been granted the opportunity to live 
in this world in the New Year,. But we haven’t been left idle or without any 
direction. Jesus’ will remains our agenda to carry out together as an assembly 
of His disciples. That means we are to gather in His name and remembrance, 
as we do in the Divine Service or in other worship services. That means we 
are to recall what Jesus has instructed His disciples to do and to carry it out. 
That means we are to reflect Jesus’ character in how we think, speak, and act. 
That means we are to understand how Jesus uses us as people who confess 
Him in this world so that others might also be led to the same faith.

This may seem to be a daunting task. Indeed, it would be, if we are left to our 
own devices. But the Invocation both gives us a direction or motivation for 
our activities and calls for divine assistance to carry out the identity conferred 
to us. That is, we aren’t left alone in this matter. The Helper that Jesus grants 
to His disciples—the Holy Spirit—assists us in our activities. That Spirit not 
only informs us of the agenda that we have been given by Jesus. He also 
dwells within us to push us to be active citizens of the kingdom of heaven. 
This is what we are asking to take place when we use the Invocation prior to 
our activities.

As we begin another calendar year, we will start it in God’s name. In fact, the 
Invocation will be used on the morning of January 1, as we gather for our 
Divine Service that day. Doing so can remind us that we belong to the Triune 
God. It can prompt us to direct our activities in this new year in line with 
God’s will. Additionally, we will ask for divine assistance to think, speak, and 
act in line with our identity as citizens of the kingdom of heaven here on 
earth, so that we aren’t idle even while we are waiting for the day of our 
Lord’s returning. Starting in God’s name will be an excellent way to begin the 
Year of Our Lord 2023.

mailto:CalvaryLutheranChurch@verizon.net


Upcoming Dates 

Thursday, February 2 

 Hosting Circuit Conference 

Wednesday, February 22 - 7:00pm 

 Ash Wednesday Divine Service 

 (Full Lent Midweek Worship Schedule 
will be published in February.) 

Sunday, April 2 

 Palm Sunday (Holy Week Begins)
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CALVARY CLOTHING CLOSET 
Who: Volunteers from our congregation, guided by Calvary’s Board of 

Evangelism 

What: Offering of free clothing to the public 

Where: Church Social Hall 

When: Saturday from 11:00am—12:30pm in late Winter or early Spring 2023 
 [Date TBD] 

Why:  Calvary’s Board of Evangelism has determined that this effort will 
honor God and serve our community. 

For the past decade, Calvary has usually held clothing distributions three times 
yearly. In both 2020 and 2021, only one distribution was held. Post-pandemic 
and renovation completion, the Board has decided to open our Clothing Closet 
doors once again.  

After Christmas, there will be a collection basket in the lobby, to the left as we 
enter. As always, we are asking for clean, lightly worn items to be donated. 

Watch for more information about volunteering in upcoming Sunday bulletins.

LWML/LADIES AID SOCIETY NEWS & NOTES
 
NEW HOPE CHRISTMAS BLESSINGS:  Donations  of  Christmas  gifts  total 
75 pounds plus gift cards.
 
CHRISTMAS COOKIE BAKING:  This  is  an  annual  tradition  on  the  first 
Wednesday of December. Many hands come together to make cookies for 
those  in  need.  114  dozen  beautifully  decorated  thumbprint  butter 
cookies  were  lovingly  baked for  our  friends  in  the  MilitaryShare  Food 
Distribution Program, senior citizens attending the New Hope Ministries 
Christmas Party, and our home bound members and friends. [Picture right.] 
 
THANK YOU  to all  who contributed their time, talents and treasure to 
these projects for those less fortunate especially during this celebration 
time of Christ’s birth.
 
LWML/LADIES AID MEETING: Come and see what you’ve been missing! 
Our  next  meeting  is  Saturday, January 21 at 9:30am  in  the  adult 
education  room.  We’ll  be  reviewing  our  calendar  and  planning  2023 
projects in addition to voting on o"cers. Hope to see you there!

2023 CHURCH DIRECTORY 

The Board of Evangelism thanks each of you who sent in their pictures or had 
them taken after worship at church. We also appreciate your checking your 
personal information in the Narthex. We are looking forward to being able to get 
you a directory in January.  

We still are missing a number of people who have not submitted photos and 
checked their information. That includes individuals who may not yet have joined 
the congregation but are regular attendees. If you have photos that you would 
like to use, we need an individual photo of each person in your family and a 
group picture of your household if it is more than one. If you have not submitted 
photos but would like one taken for the directory, please call Keith Ohlendorf 
(717-599-2301) and we will try to schedule one more photo shoot.  

Additionally, we would also like to include pictures of the church and activities 
that took place this past year. All photos—personal or of group activities—may be 
sent to Carolyn Stoner (cjakers@comcast.net).  

Your help with this will make a big difference. Thanks again.

EPIPHANY CELEBRATION 
JANUARY 6 

Our congregation will celebrate the 
Epiphany of Our Lord on Friday, January 6. 
Divine Service will be held at 7:00pm that 
evening. We will be joined by parishioners 
from our sister congregation: Mount 
Calvary - Lititz, PA. 

A dessert social will follow the Divine 
Service. This will be an opportune time for 
Christmas cookies and other sweets to be 
shared. Please speak to Pastor Zimmerman 
about how you can assist with that.

CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS 
Thank you to all who helped on December 18 
to decorate the church for our parish’s 
Christmas celebrations! Your effort made the 
work project easy this year. 

The conclusion of Christmastide will mean 
removal of Christmas decorations. That 
activity has been scheduled for Sunday, 
January 8 after Divine Service.  

Any help that worshipers can provide will be 
greatly appreciated.
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PARISH GENERAL CASH FLOW REPORT 
(January 1—November 30, 2022) 

INCOME 
General Offering             $ 184,976.52 
Mission Offering           10,360.38 
Building Fund              3,186.25 
Plate Offering              8,939.11 
Memorial               2,537.40 
My Neighbor              0.00 
1-1-1 Mission CollecJon                406.00 
IniJal Offering                  245.00 
Church Year Seasonal Service Offerings         4,132.00 
(e.g. Advent, Christmas, Lent, Easter, etc.) 

Building Use                      0.00 
Refund Income                 623.86 
Other Income              1,164.00 
Thrivent Choice Dollars            1,157.00 
Lutheran Witness                 233.00 
Sunday School              0.00 
OperaJon Barnabas            4,520.00 
Youth Group                  110.00 
Preschool             12,267.35 
       _         

TOTAL INCOME             $ 234,937.87 

EXPENDITURES 
1000 Pastoral Expenses             $ 90,462.36 

(Salary & Benefits)

2000 Personnel Expenses          23,914.33 

(Secretary, Organist)

3000 Real Estate Expenses        55,904.83 

(Insurance, UAliAes)

4000 OperaJng Expenses        44,423.78 

(Maintenance, Supplies, Custodial Services)

5000 Ministry Expenses           5,625.84  

(Board and Program AcAviAes)

6000 Mission Support          18,000.00 

(District Pledge, New Hope Ministries, Missionary Support)

7000 Mortgage             6,189.93 
8000 Non-Budgeted Expenditures       37,158.39 
     (Revolving, My Neighbor, Memorial, Preschool) 

Budgeted Disbursements           $ 244,521.07 
Non-Budgeted Disbursements       37,158.39 
       _         

TOTAL EXPENDITURES            $ 281,679.46 

NET CASH FLOW               - $ 46,741.59

lcms ministry to the armed forces

 OPERATION

MilitaryShare Program 
Our last distribution was held on December 21. We serve 
36 families totaling 86 people.  This month, two families 
were added: one reinstated family and one new family. 

All volunteers in the Military Share program must renew 
their Civil Rights training annually. The training states we 
should have translators available if needed. The Food Bank 
has provided a document for Cumberland County 
agencies to use if we need translators.  

move-in BOX PROJECT UPDATE 

We have been approved for a $250 Thrivent Action Team 
grant to purchase five (5) plastic containers for our Move-
In Box project. We will use the items from the American 
Legion and additional items donated by the congregation. 

Registration sheets listing needed Move-In Box items are 
posted in the Narthex. Parishioners can sign up to provide 
those needed items. 

We are planning to pack and deliver the boxes in mid-
February. 

MISCELLANEOUS BULLETINS 

The Hershey Chapter #48 of the Disabled American 
Veterans has donated $1,000 to Operation Barnabas for its 
various initiatives. 

Both the Central PA Food Bank and the PA. Department of 
Agriculture conducted an audit of both the MilitaryShare 
program and the TEFAP program. Our organization passed 
both audits. If there are any questions concerning the 
audit results, please speak with Bob Ardner. 

Operation Barnabas is now housed in one of the rooms in 
the Education Wing. (Look for the room with the 
Operation Barnabas sign on it.) Thanks to the help of Bob 
Ardner, Jeff Douden, Keith Ohlendorf, and Jim Wicker in 
December, all Operation Barnabas items have been 
moved from other storage areas in the church building to 
that dedicated, secured room. All donations for 
Operation Barnabas be placed in the collection baskets in 
the Narthex.   

Welcome to our 
newest members 
a t C a l v a r y ! 
P i c t u re d w i t h 
Pastor are Bonnie 
Harbold (l) and 
K y l e & A m y 
Stauffer (r). 

They were added 
a s m e m b e r s  
d u r i n g D i v i n e 
S e r v i c e o n 
December 4.
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CALVARY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
208 Woods Drive
Mechanicsburg, PA  17050

Address Service Requested

Next Calvary Comment Deadline is  Sunday, January 15, 2023. 
 Please send info to CalvaryComment@Verizon.net 

DECEMBER 2022 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY 

At its regular meeting on December 12, the Church Council considered the 
following items: 
• Pastor’s monthly report was received. He announced that the installation of elected 

and appointed officers and Board members will be Sunday, January 8, 2023. 
• The Treasurer’s November 2022 report was received and reviewed. 
• Our congregation’s tax-exempt status was renewed with PPL and Verizon. This 

process occurs every four years. 
• A proposal was received regarding a procedure to accept gifts of appreciated 

stock. The Finance Committee will be asked for recommendation. 
• The subject of the congregation having a designated legal counsel was discussed. 

Additional information is needed for follow-up consideration, including Voters 
Assembly consideration and approval. 

• Council set forth the process of appointing the President and the Financial 
Secretary in accordance with the Bylaws when vacancies for these positions will 
occur on January 1, 2023. 

• The Stewardship Board Chairperson position will also be vacant as of January 1, 
2023. Anyone interested in this important role should contact the church office or 
the Vice President. 

• Leadership Orientation is scheduled for Saturday, January 7, 2023.

KFUO Radio is LISTENER-SUPPORTED
You can help people around the world hear about the  
hope, love, mercy, and salvation found only in Christ.

Find out how at kfuo.org/support-us.

KFUO Radio, a media 
ministry extension of LCMS 
congregations, shares Christ 
for you anytime, anywhere 
via worship services, Bible 
and theology studies, 
practical talk programs,  
and sacred music.

Find KFUO Radio  
on your podcast app

KFUO.org worldwide

AM 850 in St. Louis

LIVE OR ON DEMAND:

Sacred Music & Prayer 
Worship Services 
Bible Studies 
Lutheran Confessions 
Practical Talk 
And much more!
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