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STEWARSDHIP CORNER 

Getting the Terms Right 
What do I know about stewardship? 
When it comes to “stewardship season,”  
the church is looking for “money.” That 
seems incomplete.  

Is there a “season of stewardship”? The 
cry comes out to give our time, talents 
and treasures. Read carefully - the word 
“and” is sometimes perceived as “or”. 
That’s a subject for another time. 

Merriam Webster defines stewardship as 
“the act or activity of looking after and 
making decisions about something.” 
That’s not exactly specific? So what does 
the theologist teach us about what the 
Bible says. 

The biblical doctrine of stewardship 
defines a man’s relationship to God. It 
identifies God as owner and man as 
manager. God makes man His co-worker 
in administering all aspects of our life. 

In the Holy Scriptures, stewardship is the 
(Continued on Page 2) 

“And they devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching….”(Ac 2:42a) As we 
consider the example of the first Church in Jerusalem and the five essential 
activities conducted by believers, we start with devotion to the apostles’ 
teaching. This is foundational to anything else that the Church does. The 
importance of the apostles’ teaching is seen in Jesus’ commissioning of the 
apostles: “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you, and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and 
Samaria, and to the end of the earth.”(Ac 1:8) The apostles’ witnessing task 
began in Jerusalem on Pentecost, where Peter boldly proclaimed: “Let all the 
house of Israel therefore know for certain that God has made him both Lord 
and Christ, this Jesus whom you crucified.”(Ac 2:36) Receiving that witness led 
to new disciples being added to the Church.

That’s what Jesus had intended, as we see Him declare at the end of 
Matthew’s Gospel: “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them to 
observe all that I have commanded you. And behold, I am with you always, 
to the end of the age.”(Mt 28:18-20) This started to be done in Jerusalem after 
Jesus’ Ascension. Without that happening, no one would become followers of 
Jesus beyond the first group of individuals who hear Him preach and saw 
Him perform His mighty acts. Except for that first group of individuals, no 
one else had such opportunity.

But not having seen Jesus doesn’t mean that people can’t believe in Him and 
His work for their salvation. The apostles’ teaching conveys the witness of 
what Jesus has said and done. We see that stated as the purpose of the Gospel 
accounts of Jesus: “Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of the 
disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are written so that 
you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that by 
believing you may have life in his name.”(Jn 20:30–31) 

The apostles describe the outcome of receiving their witness: “That which 
was from the beginning, which we have heard, which we have seen with our 
eyes, which we looked upon and have touched with our hands, concerning 
the word of life—the life was made manifest, and we have seen it, and testify 
to it and proclaim to you the eternal life, which was with the Father and 
was made manifest to us—that which we have seen and heard we proclaim 
also to you, so that you too may have fellowship with us; and indeed our 
fellowship is with the Father and with his Son Jesus Christ.”(1Jn 1:1–3) We are 
made disciples of the Jesus whom we haven’t yet seen: “Though you have not 
seen [Jesus Christ], you love him. Though you do not now see him, you 
believe in him and rejoice with joy that is inexpressible and filled with glory, 
obtaining the outcome of your faith, the salvation of your souls.”(1Pt 1:8-9)

The importance of being devoted to that witness about Jesus is emphasized 
by the apostles themselves: “Now I would remind you, brothers, of the gospel 
I preached to you, which you received, in which you stand, and by which you 
are being saved, if you hold fast to the word I preached to you—unless you 
believed in vain. For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also 
received: that Christ died for our sins in accordance with the Scriptures, that 
he was buried, that he was raised on the third day in accordance with the 
Scriptures, and that he appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve….”(1Co 15:1-5) 
It’s why Christians are exhorted to heed what the apostles had taught: “But 
we ought always to give thanks to God for you, brothers beloved by the

(Continued on Page 4)
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Upcoming Dates 

Sunday, April 2—Sunday, April 9: 

 Holy Week  

Saturday, May 6: 

 Church Cleanup Day, 8am—12pm 

Sunday, May 28: 

 Pentecost Sunday & Confirmation
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LWML/LADIES AID SOCIETY NEWS & NOTES
 
2023 SPRING RALLY — MAY 6
Our first  activity  for  2023 will  be  attending the LWML Spring Rally at 
Bethany Lutheran Church – Ewing, NJ on May 6. 

Carpooling will be available; speak to Tam Lukens if you are interested in 
attending.  Exact  times  will  be  confirmed  at  our  next  meeting.  More 
information to come! 
 

English District Bishop Jamison Hardy will be the Mission Speaker for the 
Spring Rally. We will collect an ingathering of diapers and wipes until the 
end of April for their pregnancy center. A basket will be in the Narthex to 
receive donations. Thank you in advance for your support!

LWML/LADIES AID MEETING
Our  next  meeting  is  Saturday, March 18 at 9:30am  in  the  adult 
education room. Hope to see you there!

2023 LENT WORSHIP 
SCHEDULE 

In addition to Sunday morning worship 
services, the following worship services 
will be offered during Lent 2023: 

March 1 – Lent Midweek 1   
Matins - 10:30am     
Vespers - 7:15pm 

March 8 – Lent Midweek 2 
Matins - 10:30am     
Vespers - 7:15pm 

March 15 – Lent Midweek 3 
Matins - 10:30am     
Vespers - 7:15pm 

March 22 – Lent Midweek 4 
Matins - 10:30am     
Vespers - 7:15pm 

March 29 – Lent Midweek 5 
Matins - 10:30am     
Vespers - 7:15pm 

April 6 – Holy Thursday 
Divine Service - 12:00pm   
Divine Service - 7:00pm 

April 7 – Good Friday 
Noon Service - 12:00pm    
Passion Vespers - 7:00pm 

April 8 – Holy Saturday 
Vigil of  Easter - 7:00pm 

Please note that Wednesday evening services begin 
at 7:15pm, which is a change from last year. 

Wednesday Lent Midweek services will focus on 
the theme “The Catechism and the Cross,” which 
will emphasize connections between the six chief  
parts of  the Small Catechism and the atoning 
work of  Christ’s crucifixion.

Stewardship Corner (continued from Page 1) 
responsibility of taking care of all that has been entrusted to us. 
Christian stewardship regards the obligation of Christians in 
managing and utilizing intelligently the gifts that God has given us. 

Our Creator has given us everything and He has asked us to be 
stewards of His creation—in whatever ways we can. There are 
many opportunities for the willing and the able Christians to be or 
to become stewards of God’s gifts to us—here at Calvary, in the 
neighborhood, and in the world around us.   

Our actions are explained and shown as responses of time, talent 
and treasures. A central essence of biblical stewardship is 
managing everything God brings into the believer’s life in a 
manner that honors God … We want to make sure that we’re 
always checking in with God on how to handle what He’s given to 
us. 

“The earth is the LORD’s and all that is in it, the world, and those 
who live in it.” (Ps 24:1) 

HOLY WEEK EDUCATION PROGRAM
There will be a Holy Week Education Program for children and families 
on Sunday, April 2 (Palm Sunday). This will take place a"er church from 
12:30pm—3:30pm.

The program will contain a learning activity, games, cra"s, and a snack 
activity. A light lunch will also be included.

A sign up sheet to register your family will be posted in the narthex.

Volunteers are needed. If you are interested in helping with this program, 
please see Frederick Hunt.

Father’s will. Both in the wilderness Temptation and the 
gloomy garden of Gethsemane, Jesus shows Himself to 
be the Beloved Son of God, who is obedient and well-
pleasing to His Father. That allows Him to carry out the 
task at hand—to be the Champion whom the LORD sent 
to redeem humanity by being the sinless Substitute for 
sinful men, women, and children. 

Jesus  restates  the  necessity  of  this  journey  after  He 
performs the act of atonement in Jerusalem. On the night 
of His resurrection, Jesus reveals that to His followers on 
the  Emmaus  Road:  “And he  said  to  them,  ‘O foolish 
ones,  and  slow  of  heart  to 
believe  all  that  the  prophets 
have  spoken!  Was  it  not 
necessary that the Christ should 
suffer these things and enter into 
his  glory?’ And  beginning  with 
Moses and all  the Prophets,  he 
interpreted  to  them  in  all  the 
Scriptures the things concerning 
himself.”(Lk  24:25-27)  A  similar 
incident  happens  when  Jesus 
appears  to  His  apostles  in  the 
Upper  Room:  “Then he  said  to 
them, ‘These are my words that I 
spoke  to  you while  I  was  still 
with  you,  that  everything 
written about me in the Law of Moses and the Prophets 
and the Psalms must be fulfilled.’ Then he opened their 
minds to understand the Scriptures.”(Lk 24:44-45)

This  is  done,  so  that  those  redeemed  by  Jesus  can 
embark  on  their  journey  with  Him.  Jesus  speaks  of 
discipleship as a journey. That is seen in His commands 
for  people  to  follow  Him.  He  outlines  what  such 
following requires: “If anyone would come after me, let 
him deny himself and take up his cross daily and follow 
me.”(Lk 9:23) But He also states what comes from following 
Him: “For whoever would save his life will lose it, but 
whoever loses his life for my sake will save it.”(Lk 9:24) 
That is our itinerary. We journey with Him on the way 
that  He  has  established  for  us,  trusting  both  His 
declaration about His identity—“I am the way, and the 
truth, and the life.  No one comes to the Father except 
through me.”(Jn 14:6)—and His promise—“In my Father’s 
house are many rooms. If it were not so, would I have 
told you that I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go 
and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will 
take you to myself, that where I am you may be also.”(Jn 

14:2-3)

We have our minds set on the New Jerusalem where we 
will be with the Risen Jesus. As we do so, we encounter 
opportunities to take different routes or to stop traveling 
altogether.  Those  include  the  temptations  that  the 
Deceiver throws in our path, especially to doubt what 
the LORD has said. Just as he did to Jesus, so he does to 
us, not wanting the LORD’s good and gracious will to be 
fulfilled for our benefit. That reality is expressed in one 
of our Lutheran hymns frequently sung in the first week 
of Lent: 

I walk in danger all the way.
The thought shall  never  leave 

me
That  Satan,  who  has  marked  his 
prey,

Is plotting to deceive me.
This foe with hidden snares
May seize me unawares

If  I  should  fail  to  watch  and 
pray.

I walk in danger all the way.
[Lutheran Service Book 716:1]

But  we  have  the  promise  of 
Jesus’  presence  and  protection 
on our journey. Recall the great 
statement  made  at  the  end  of 

Matthew’s Gospel: “Behold, I am with you always, to 
the end of the age.”(Mt 28:20) Just as the LORD was with 
His Exodus People on their trek to the Promised Land, 
so He is with us who are on our pilgrimage to Paradise. 
So we can confidently speak about that guarantee in our 
pilgrim song that declares where our journey with Jesus 
takes us:

I walk with Jesus all the way,
His guidance never fails me;

Within His wounds I find a stay
When Satan’s pow’r assails me;

And by His footsteps led,
My path I safely tread.

No evil leads my soul astray;
I walk with Jesus all the way.

My walk is heav’nward all the way;
Await, my soul, the morrow,

When God’s good healing shall allay
All suff’ring, sin, and sorrow.

Then, worldly pomp, begone!
To heav’n I now press on.

For all the world I would not stay;
My walk is heav’nward all the way.

[Lutheran Service Book 716:5-6]
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PARISH GENERAL CASH FLOW REPORT 
(January 1–31, 2023) 

INCOME 
General Offering                $ 19,553.50 
Mission Offering                 673.52 
Building Fund                  303.75 
Plate Offering                  489.00 
Memorial               0.00 
My Neighbor              0.00 
1-1-1 Mission CollecJon                  27.00 
IniJal Offering                  105.00 
Church Year Seasonal Service Offerings         30.00 
Building Use                      0.00 
Refund Income                     0.00 
Other Income                  0.00 
Thrivent Choice Dollars                0.00 
Lutheran Witness                 193.40 
Sunday School              0.00 
Youth Group                    20.00 
       _         

TOTAL INCOME                $ 21,375.17 

EXPENDITURES 
1000 Pastoral Expenses                $ 6,867.94 

(Salary & Benefits)

2000 Personnel Expenses            2,630.55 

(Secretary, Organist)

3000 Real Estate Expenses          3,913.09 

(Insurance, U8li8es)

4000 OperaJng Expenses          2,617.23 

(Maintenance, Supplies, Custodial Services)

5000 Ministry Expenses               395.00  

(Board and Program Ac8vi8es)

6000 Mission Support                200.00 

(District Pledge, New Hope Ministries, Missionary Support)

7000 Mortgage             1,122.34 
8000 Non-Budgeted Expenditures           0.00 
     (Revolving, My Neighbor, Memorial, Preschool) 

Budgeted Disbursements              $ 17,746.15 
Non-Budgeted Disbursements          0.00 
       _         

TOTAL EXPENDITURES               $ 17,746.15 

NET CASH FLOW                $ 3,629.02 

General Cash Flow does not include Capital Campaign income, 
Renova8on Project expenses, or Opera8on Barnabas income/expenses, 
which are accounted separately.

lcms ministry to the armed forces

 OPERATION

MilitaryShare Program 
Our last distribution was held on February 15. We served 39 
families totaling 102 people. This included four new 
families who registered to receive the monthly 
MilitaryShare food distributions. 

The Operation Barnabas Chapter has been providing Halal 
meat to one of our clients who is Muslim for over a year.  
The entire family is under a sentence of death by the ruling 
Ayatollahs in Iraq. The reason? The husband was helping 
our military during the war in Iraq.  I always try to speak 
with them when they pick up food. On February 15, she 
told me that her mother was very thankful of the help we 
are providing for her daughter’s family.  Our client also 
told me that her mother would pray for us. God works in 
many ways – sometimes even unusual ways. 

move-in BOX PROJECT UPDATE 

Thank you to the following: 
• Congregational members for their generosity in 

donating numerous items for the Move-In Boxes.  
• Calvary’s Youth Group for packing the Move-In Boxes 

after service on February 19. 
• Adult leaders of the Youth Group and members of the 

Operation Barnabas Chapter for assisting with the box 
packing. 

Bill Reed’s office has been contacted that the boxes are 
completed and ready to be picked up. 
  

Thanks to your generosity, we have good start on items 
needed for Move-In boxes scheduled to be completed this 
fall. Information about when that project will take place 
will be provided later.

2023 CONTACT DIRECTORIES 

Parish directories with contact information and 
pictures of members are available in the Narthex. If 
you have not already collected a copy for your 
reference, please do so the next time that you are at 
church. 

Thank you to the Board of Evangelism members and to 
Carolyn Stoner and Gordon & Joyce Moul for their 
efforts to help get this project completed.
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CALVARY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
208 Woods Drive
Mechanicsburg, PA  17050

Address Service Requested

Next Calvary Comment Deadline is  Sunday, March 19, 2023. 
 Please send info to CalvaryComment@Verizon.net 

Listen to 

the Music of the Church 

anytime at
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Sacred music for the Season of  Lent is available for your 
listening 24/7 on LutheranPublicRadio.org. 

(Continued from Page 1)
Lord, because God chose you as the firstfruits to be saved, through 
sanctification by the Spirit and belief in the truth. To this he called 
you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our 
Lord Jesus Christ. So then, brothers, stand firm and hold to the 
traditions that you were taught by us, either by our spoken word or 
by our letter.”(2Th 2:13-15)

Like the first Church in Jerusalem, our congregation needs to be 
devoted to the apostles’ teaching. That means hearing it regularly, 
whether in our worship assembly or the various teaching events 
offered weekly. It also means ensuring that we preserve what the 
apostles taught, not seeking to substitute our own thoughts or ideas 
in place of the witness handed down to us. It further means 
confessing the same teaching about Jesus among our community 
because the witness is meant to be heard. That is how faith in Christ 
leading to salvation is created and maintained: “If you confess with 
your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart that God 
raised him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one 
believes and is justified, and with the mouth one confesses and is 
saved…. Faith comes from hearing, and hearing through the word of 
Christ.”(Ro 10:9-10, 17) 

So let devotion to the apostles’ teaching be the primary activity that 
defines our identity as belonging to Calvary. Led by that teaching 
which establishes us as Jesus’ disciples and members of His Church, 
the other essential congregational activities will follow.
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