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CALVARY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH 
DIVINE SERVICE FOR ASH WEDNESDAY EVENING 

MARCH 5, 2025 
                               

 
T SERVICE OF THE ASHES T 

 

Stand 
 
INVOCATION 
P In the Name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
ASH WEDNESDAY ADDRESS  
P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a holy season of prayerful and 

penitential reflection. Our aBention is especially directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
  

From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance 
born of a faithful heart that dwells confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope. 
 

Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in the power of His Holy Spirit, might 
richly bless this Lententide for us so that we may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep the feast in sincerity and 
truth. 

 
Kneel. If you are unable to kneel, please remain standing. 
 
Silence for reflection. 
 
LITANY FOR ASH WEDNESDAY 
P O Lord,                 C have mercy. 
 

P O Christ,                C have mercy. 
 

P O Lord,                 C have mercy. 
 

P O Christ,                C hear us. 
 

P God the Father in heaven,            C have mercy. 
 

P God the Son, Redeemer of the world,         C have mercy. 
 

P God the Holy Spirit,              C have mercy. 
 

P Be gracious to us.              C Spare us, good Lord. 
 

P Be gracious to us.              C Help us, good Lord. 
 

P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation; by Your holy nativity; by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation; by Your agony 
and bloody sweat; by Your cross and passion; by Your precious death and burial; by Your glorious resurrection and 
ascension; and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:   C Help us, good Lord. 

 

P In all time of our tribulation; in all time of our prosperity; in the hour of death; and in the day of judgment: 
C Help us, good Lord. 

 

P We poor sinners implore You           C to hear us, O Lord. 
 

P To prosper the preaching of Your Word; to bless our prayer and meditation; to strengthen and preserve us in the true 
faith; and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance:  C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 
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P To draw all to Yourself; to bless those who are instructed in the faith; to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the 
distressed, the lonely, the forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in our need of prayers; to give abundant blessing 
to all works of mercy; and to have mercy on us all:      C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

 

P To turn our hearts to You; to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers; and to graciously hear our 
prayers:                 C We implore You to hear us, good Lord. 

 

P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,           C we implore You to hear us. 
 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,   C have mercy. 
 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,   C have mercy. 
 

P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,   C grant us Your peace. 
 

P O Christ,                C hear us. 
 

P O Lord,                 C have mercy. 
 

P O Christ,                C have mercy. 
 

P O Lord,                 C have mercy. Amen. 

 
CONCLUDING COLLECT 
P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their wickedness and live. We implore You 

to have compassion on the frailty of our mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return. 
Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for those who are repentant; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
Sit 
 
BLESSING OF THE ASHES 
P Dear friends in Christ, I invite you to receive these ashes as a sign of the spirit of penitence with which we shall keep 

this season of Lent. 
 

God our Father, You create us from the dust of the earth. Grant that these ashes may be for us a sign of our penitence 
and a symbol of our mortality; for it is by Your grace alone that we receive eternal life in Jesus Christ our Savior. 

C Amen. 

 
IMPOSITION OF ASHES 
Those who wish to be marked with ashes as a sign of penitence and a symbol of human mortality will come to the steps of 
the chancel, as they are ushered to do so. 
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HYMN DURING IMPOSITION OF ASHES        Savior, When in Dust to Thee            419 

 
 
After those who desire to receive ashes have returned to their pews, all will kneel and receive the declaration of grace. 
 
DECLARATION OF GRACE  
P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God forgives us all our sins. To 

those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy 
Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 

 
T SERVICE OF THE WORD T 

 

Stand 
 

SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY 
P The Lord be with you.     C And also with you. 

 

P Let us pray. 
Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create 
in us new and contrite hearts that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may receive from You 
full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

419 Savior, When in Dust to Thee 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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Sit 
 
OLD TESTAMENT READING                    Joel 2:12–19 

“Yet even now,” declares the LORD, “return to me with all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with mourning; 
and rend your hearts and not your garments.” Return to the LORD, your God, for he is gracious and merciful, slow to anger, 
and abounding in steadfast love; and he relents over disaster. Who knows whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a 
blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink offering for the LORD your God? Blow the trumpet in Zion; consecrate a 
fast; call a solemn assembly; gather the people. Consecrate the congregation; assemble the elders; gather the children, even 
nursing infants. Let the bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her chamber. Between the vestibule and the altar let the 
priests, the ministers of the LORD, weep and say, “Spare your people, O LORD, and make not your heritage a reproach, a 
byword among the nations. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their God?’” 

Then the LORD became jealous for his land and had pity on his people. The LORD answered and said to his people 
“Behold, I am sending to you grain, wine, and oil, and you will be satisfied; and I will no more make you a reproach among 
the nations.” 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God. 

 
PSALM OF THE DAY             Psalm 51:1–13        (sung as indicated) 
 
 
 
 

 

! Have mercy on me, O God, according to your | steadfast love; * according to your abundant mercy blot out my trans- | gressions. 
C Wash me thoroughly from my in- | iquity, * and cleanse me | from my sin! 
! For I know my trans- | gressions, * and my sin is ever be- | fore me. 
C Against you, you only, have I sinned and done what is evil | in your sight,* so that you may be justified in your 

words and blameless in your | judgment. 
! Behold, I was brought forth in in- | iquity, * and in sin did my mother con- | ceive me. 
C Behold, you delight in truth in the inward | being, * and you teach me wisdom in the | secret heart. 
! Purge me with hyssop, and I | shall be clean; * wash me, and I shall be whit- | er than snow. 
C Let me hear joy and | gladness; * let the bones that you have bro- | ken rejoice. 
! Hide your face | from my sins, * and blot out all my in- | iquities. 
C Create in me a clean heart, | O God, * and renew a right spirit with- | in me. 
! Cast me not away from your | presence, * and take not your Holy Spirit | from me. 
C Restore to me the joy of your sal- | vation, * and uphold me with a willing | spirit. 
! Then I will teach transgressors | your ways, * and sinners will re- | turn to you. 

 
EPISTLE READING                      2 Corinthians 5:20b—6:10 

We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled to God. For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of God. 

Working together with him, then, we appeal to you not to receive the grace of God in vain. For he says, “In a favorable 
time I listened to you, and in a day of salvation I have helped you.” Behold, now is the favorable time; behold, now is the 
day of salvation. We put no obstacle in anyone’s way, so that no fault may be found with our ministry, but as servants of 
God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, beatings, 
imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger; by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine 
love; by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the 
left; through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; as unknown, 
and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed; as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as 
poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything. 
 

A This is the Word of the Lord.   C Thanks be to God. 
 
Stand 
 

Psalm Tone E  Psalm 117:1–2 

 
1Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

Extol him, all | peoples! 
2For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. | 
Praise the LORD! 

 
 
 
Psalm Tone F  Psalm 117:1–2 

 
1Praise the LORD, all nations! 

Extol him, all peoples! 
2For great is his steadfast love toward us, 

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. 
Praise the LORD! 

 
 
Psalm Tone G  Psalm 117:1–2 

 
1Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

Extol him, all | peoples! 
2For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. | 
Praise the LORD! 

 
 
Psalm Tone H  Psalm 117:1–2 

 
1Praise the LORD, all | nations!* 

Extol him, all | peoples! 
2For great is his steadfast | love toward us,* 

and the faithfulness of the LORD endures forever. | 
Praise the LORD! 
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VERSE FOR LENT 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
HOLY GOSPEL READING                      MaXhew 6:1–6, 16–21 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. MaBhew, the 6th Chapter: 
 
 
 

 

[Jesus said:] “Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will 
have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 
 “Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 
streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you give to the 
needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father 
who sees in secret will reward you. 
 “And when you pray, you must not be like the hypocrites. For they love to stand and pray in the synagogues and at the 
street corners, that they may be seen by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you pray, go 
into your room and shut the door and pray to your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you…. 

“And when you fast, do not look gloomy like the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces that their fasting may be seen 
by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward. But when you fast, anoint your head and wash your face, that 
your fasting may not be seen by others but by your Father who is in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward 
you. 
 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, but 
lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and 
steal. For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.” 
 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
 
 
 
Sit 
 
  

SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY

P Let us pray.

COMMON ALLELUIA & VERSE

VERSE FOR LENT
!
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATIONS
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th Chapter: 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

OFFERTORY
GOSPEL ACCLAMATIONS
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th Chapter: 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.

OFFERTORY
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HYMN OF THE DAY      From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee 

 
 
 
SERMON 
  

From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee 
(Alternate Version) 
 

Text: Martin Luther, 1483—1546; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.        HERR, WIE DU WILLST 
Tune: Theütsch kirchen ampt, Strassburg, 1525                     87 87 887

1
2
3
4
5

Tune: Theütsch kirchen ampt, Strassburg, 1525

HERR, WIE DU WILLST
Text: Martin Luther (1483-1546); tr. Catherine Winkworth (1827-78, alt.)

From Depths of Woe I Cry to Thee (Alternate Version)
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Stand 
 
NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of God, 

Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom all 
things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the Holy 
Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered and 
was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose kingdom 
will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with the 
Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets. 

 And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, and 
I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life T of the world to come. Amen. 

 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH                   

 
GATHERING OF OFFERINGS 
Worshipers may leave offerings in the plates near the sanctuary doors. 

 
OFFERTORY ANTHEM       Jesus, Refuge of the Weary 
 

Jesus, Refuge of the weary, 
Blest Redeemer, whom we love, 
Fountain in life’s desert dreary, 
Savior from the world above, 
Oh, how oft Thine eyes, offended, 
Gaze upon the sinners fall! 
Yet upon the cross extended, 
Thou didst bear the pain of all. 
 

Jesus, may our hearts be burning 
With more fervent love for Thee! 
May our eyes be ever turning 
To Thy Cross of agony 
Till in glory, parted never 
From the blessed Savior’s side, 
Graven in our hearts forever, 
Dwell the Cross, the Crucified! 
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T SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT T 
 

PREFACE 

 
 
PROPER PREFACE 
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty 

Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ our Lord, who overcame the assaults of the devil and gave His life as a 
ransom for many that with cleansed hearts we might be prepared joyfully to celebrate the Paschal feast in sincerity and 
truth. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious 
name, evermore praising You and saying: 

  
SANCTUS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING   
P Blessed are You, Lord of heaven and earth, for You have had mercy on those whom You created and sent Your only-

begotten Son into our flesh to bear our sin and be our Savior. With repentant joy we receive the salvation accomplished 
for us by the all-availing sacrifice of His body and His blood on the cross. 

 Gathered in the name and the remembrance of Jesus, we beg You, O Lord, to forgive, renew, and strengthen us with 
Your Word and Spirit. Grant us faithfully to eat His body and drink His blood as He bids us do in His own testament. 
Gather us together, we pray, from the ends of the earth to celebrate with all the faithful the marriage feast of the Lamb 
in His kingdom, which has no end. Graciously receive our prayers; deliver and preserve us. To You alone, O Father, be 
all glory, honor, and worship, with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

PREFACE

SANCTUS

! 12!

T !SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT!T !
 

PREFACE! !

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
 

PROPER PREFACE  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have mightily governed and protected Your holy Church, 
in which the blessed apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel. Therefore with 
patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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PROPER PREFACE  
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy 

Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God; for You have mightily governed and protected Your holy Church, 
in which the blessed apostles and evangelists proclaimed Your divine and saving Gospel. Therefore with 
patriarchs and prophets, apostles and evangelists, and with all the company of heaven we laud and 
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying: 
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THE WORDS OF THE LORD 
P Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it 

and gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My T body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of 
Me.” 

 In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink 
of it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My T blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, 
as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 

 
PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST 
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He comes. 
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus. 
 

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to drink, You lead us to 
remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death, Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from 
the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and 
teach us to pray: 

 
LORD’S PRAYER  
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in 

heaven; give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  
 

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
PAX DOMINI 

 
 
AGNUS DEI                            (sung by cantors) 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 
Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us. 

Lamb of God, You take away the sin of the world, grant us peace. 
Carl Schalk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PAX DOMINI

AGNUS DEI
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AGNUS DEI  

!

!

!

!

 
 

Sit 
 
RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENT 
 
HYMNS SUNG DURING DISTRIBUTION                 

“Hosanna, Loud Hosanna”              LSB 443 
 

   “When I Survey the Wondrous Cross”             LSB 425 
 

“Go to Dark Gethsemane”              LSB 436 
 
Stand 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life 

everlasting. Depart T in peace. 
C Amen. 
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Sit 
 

RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE ALTAR 
Follow the instructions of the ushers to approach the communion rail. 

 
HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION      Lord Jesus, Think on Me            610 

 
 
 
 

HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION      Baptismal Waters Cover Me           616 

 
 
 

  

610 Lord Jesus, Think on Me 
 

 

 
 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 

616 Baptismal Waters Cover Me 
 

 

 

 
 
 
Text: © 2003 Kurt E. Reinhardt. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110004734 
Tune: Public domain 
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Stand after the Presiding Minister has placed the sacramental vessels in order. 
 
POST-COMMUNION BLESSING 
P The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart 

T in peace. 
C Amen. 

 
NUNC DIMITTIS  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
POST-COMMUNION COLLECT 
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into 
the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not 
to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly 
to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
now and forever. 

C Amen. 
  

NUNC DIMITTIS

POST-COMMUNION CANTICLE       “Thank the Lord”

)
Nunc)Dimittis)

!

!

!

!

!

!
!

)

Thank)the)Lord)

!

!

!

!

!
!

)
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NUNC DIMITTIS 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT  
P Let us pray. 

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten 
Son into the flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, 
and we ask You not to forsake Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit 
that we may be enabled constantly to serve You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and 
reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

!
 

EASTER ACCLAMATIONS  
A Sing to the Lord and bless His name, proclaim His salvation from day to day. 
C Give to the Lord glory and strength, give Him the honor due His name. 
 
A Now is Christ risen from the dead and become the firstfruits of them that sleep. 
C Give to the Lord glory and strength, give Him the honor due His name. 
 
A Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit. 
C Give to the Lord glory and strength, give Him the honor due His name. 
 
A Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C The Lord is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 



 12 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
 The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The Lord look upon you with favor and T give you peace. 
C Amen. 

 
CLOSING HYMN           O Lord, throughout These Forty Days           418  
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418 O Lord, throughout These Forty Days 
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