CHRISTMAS DAY
DECEMBER 25, 2025



CALVARY EVANGELICAL LUTHERAN CHURCH
DIVINE SERVICE FOR THE NATIVITY OF OUR LORD
DECEMBER 25, 2025

PRELUDE Paean on “Joy to the World”

-+ SERVICE OF THE WORD I

Stand and face processional crucifix as it enters the nave.

CHRISTMAS GREETING
(P} Alleluia. To us a Child is born, to us a Son is given.
Christ the Lord, our Savior, everlasting God and Mary’s Son, we praise You evermore. Alleluia.

ENTRANCE HYMN O Come, All Ye Faithful
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1 O come, all ye faith - ful, Joy - ful and tri - um-phant! O
2 High - est, most ho - ly, Light of Light e - ter - nal,
3 Sing, choirs of an - gels, Sing in ex-ul - ta - tion,
4 Yea, Lord, we greet Thee, Born this hap-py morn -ing;
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come ye, O come__ ye to Beth - le - hem;
Born of a vir - gin, a mor - tal He comes;
Sing, all ye cit - i - zens of heav - en a - bove!
Je - sus, to Thee_  be glo - ry giv'n!
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Come and be - hold Him Born the king of an - gels:
Son of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!

Glo - ry to God In the high - est:
Word of the Fa - ther Now in flesh ap - pear - ing!
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O come, let us a-dore Him, O come, let us a - dore Him,
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O come, let us a - dore Him, Christ the Lord!

arr. David Lasky
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we glorify Thee, we give thanks to Thee, for
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God the Fa-ther

O Lord God, heav’n-ly King,
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re-ceive our prayer.

Thou that takest away the sin of the world,
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Thou that sittest at the right hand of God the Father,
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God the Father.
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SALUTATION & COLLECT OF THE DAY

[ 9 ! | [ 9 1 | [ I I ! I [ |
&’ | N
% e o e o 1o i
®) The Lord be with you. —_—
And with thy spir - it.

(P] Let us pray.
Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free from the bondage of sin; through
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
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Sit
OLD TESTAMENT READING Exodus 40:17-21, 34-38

In the first month in the second year, on the first day of the month, the tabernacle was erected. Moses erected the
tabernacle. He laid its bases, and set up its frames, and put in its poles, and raised up its pillars. And he spread the tent over
the tabernacle and put the covering of the tent over it, as the LORD had commanded Moses. He took the testimony and put it
into the ark, and put the poles on the ark and set the mercy seat above on the ark. And he brought the ark into the tabernacle
and set up the veil of the screen, and screened the ark of the testimony, as the LORD had commanded Moses....

Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. And Moses was not able to
enter the tent of meeting because the cloud settled on it, and the glory of the LORD filled the tabernacle. Throughout all their
journeys, whenever the cloud was taken up from over the tabernacle, the people of Israel would set out. But if the cloud was
not taken up, then they did not set out till the day that it was taken up. For the cloud of the LORD was on the tabernacle by
day, and fire was in it by night, in the sight of all the house of Israel throughout all their journeys.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

PSALM OF THE DAY Psalm 2 (sung as indicated)
S

Why do the | nations rage * and the peoples | plot in vain?

® -

The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel to- | gether, * against the LORD and against
his anointed, | saying,

“Let us burst their | bonds apart * and cast away their | cords from us.”

He who sits in the | heavens laughs; * the LORD holds them in de- | rision.

Then he will speak to them | in his wrath, * and terrify them in his fury, | saying,

“As for me, I have | set my King * on Zion, my | holy hill.”

T'will tell of | the decree: * The LORD said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- | gotten you.

Ask of me, and I will make the nations your | heritage, * and the ends of the earth your pos- | session.
You shall break them with a | rod of iron * and dash them in pieces like a potter’s | vessel.”

Now therefore, O | kings, be wise; * be warned, O rulers | of the earth.

Serve the | LORD with fear, * and rejoice with | trembling.

Kiss the Son, lest he be angry, and you perish in the way, for his wrath is quickly | kindled. * Blesséd are all who
take ref- | uge in him.
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EPISTLE READING Titus 3:4-7

When the goodness and loving kindness of God our Savior appeared, he saved us, not because of works done by us in
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he
poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according
to the hope of eternal life.

This is the Word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.
Stand
ALLELUIA VERSE Liturgical Text
*
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P) Alle- | luia, * alle- | luia.

A holy day has dawned | upon us. * Come, all you nations, and wor- | ship the Lord.

Alle- | luia, * alle- | luia.

Face processional crucifix as it enters the center of the nave.

SEQUENCE HYMN Let Our Gladness Have No End 381
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1 Let our glad - ness have no end, al - le -lu - 1a!
2 Proph - e - sied in days of old, al - le -lu - ia!
3 See, the love - liest bloom - ing rose, al - le -lu - ia!
4 In - to flesh 1S made the Word, al - le - lu - ia!
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For to earth did Christ de - scend, al-le-lu - ia!
God has sent Him as fore - told, al -le-Iu - ia!
From the branch of Jes - se Srows, al-le-lu - ia!
He, our ref - uge and our Lord, al-le-lu - ia!
Refrain
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HOLY GOSPEL READING John 1:1-18
P} The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the 1** Chapter. 0 | |
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Glo-ry be to Thee, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. He was in the beginning with
God. All things were made through him, and without him was not any thing made that was made. In him was life, and the life
was the light of men. The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. He came as a witness, to bear witness about the light, that all
might believe through him. He was not the light, but came to bear witness about the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. He was in the world, and the world was made
through him, yet the world did not know him. He came to his own, and his own people did not receive him. But to all who
did receive him, who believed in his name, he gave the right to become children of God, who were born, not of blood nor of
the will of the flesh nor of the will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father,
full of grace and truth. (John bore witness about him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me
ranks before me, because he was before me.”) And from his fullness we have all received, grace upon grace. For the law was
given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the
Father’s side, he has made him known.

(P} This is the Gospel of the Lord. 0 ‘ | |
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Praise be to Thee, O  Christ.
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HYMN OF THE DAY Of the Father’s Love Begotten
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Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more.
Ev - er - more and ev - er - more. A - men.
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Stand

NICENE CREED
I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth and of all things visible and invisible.

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, the only-begotten Son of God, begotten of His Father before all worlds, God of
God, Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not made, being of one substance with the Father, by whom
all things were made; who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven and was incarnate by the
Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary and was made man; and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. He suffered
and was buried. And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures and ascended into heaven and sits
at the right hand of the Father. And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, whose
kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord and giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son, who with
the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, who spoke by the prophets.

And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life I+ of the world to come. Amen.

(P) ..let us pray to the Lord:
Lord, have mercy.

GATHERING OF OFFERINGS
Worshipers may leave offerings in the plates near the sanctuary doors.

OFFERTORY
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- SERVICE OF THE SACRAMENT I

PREFACE
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A@ The Lord be with you. And with thy spir - it.
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® Lift up  your hearts. We lift them up un - to the Lord.

@ Let us give thanks un- to the Lord, our God. ), . .
£ It is meet and right so to do.

PROPER PREFACE

(P) It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty
Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh You have given us a
new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the Person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are
not seen. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious
name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS
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PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

(P} Blessed are You, Lord Jesus Christ, almighty and everlasting Son of the Father. For by the sacrifice of Yourself upon the
cross, offered once for all, You have perfected those who are sanctified. As a memorial and seal of this, You have ordained
Your Holy Supper, in which You give us Your Body to eat and Your Blood to drink, so that being in You, even as You are
in us, we may have everlasting life and be raised up at the Last Day.

Most merciful and exalted Redeemer, we humbly confess that we are not worthy of the least of all the mercies and of all
the truth that You have shown to us. Because of our sins, we are too impure and weak to receive Your saving gifts. Sanctify
us, therefore, in our bodies and souls by Your Holy Spirit. Prepare us to come to Your Supper, to the glory of Your grace,
and to our own eternal good.

From the fullness of the merits of Your bitter suffering and death, O Lord, graciously supply whatever we may lack in true

repentance and sorrow for our sins, in living faith and trust in Your merits, and in an earnest purpose to amend our sinful

lives. Grant us this, so that we who in this present world partake of You, our only Consolation and Savior, in the Holy

Sacrament, may at last see You face to face in Your heavenly kingdom and dwell with You and all Your saints forever.
Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER

(P} Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; and lead us not
into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
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glo - ry for - ev - er and ev - er A - men.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD

(P} Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night when He was betrayed, took bread, and when He had given thanks, He broke it and
gave it to the disciples and said: “Take, eat; this is My I+ body, which is given for you. This do in remembrance of Me.”

In the same way also He took the cup after supper, and when He had given thanks, He gave it to them, saying: “Drink of
it, all of you; this cup is the new testament in My "I blood, which is shed for you for the forgiveness of sins. This do, as
often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.”

PAX DOMINI
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® The peace of the Lord be with you al - ways. |
A - men. |
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AGNUS DEI
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world, grant us Thy peace. A - men.

Sit

RECEPTION OF THE SACRAMENT
Please note the communion statement in the bulletin. Follow the instructions of the ushers to approach the communion rail.

HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION Joy to the World 387
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1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth re - ceive her
2 Joy to the earth, the Sav - ior reigns! Let men their songs em -
3 Nomore let sins and sor-rows grow Nor thorns in - fest the
4 He rules the world with truth and grace And makes the na - tions
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room And heav’n and na - ture sing, And heav’n and na - ture
plains Re - peat the sound-ing joy, Re - peat the sound-ing
flow Far as the curse is found, Far as the curse is
ness And won -ders of His love, And won - ders of His
b = e —— |
ft . R e S I I I f i |
@—‘—._‘_k_.l\ i I — ™ > — i |
sing, And heav’n, and heav'n and na - ture sing.
Jjoy, Re - peat, re - peat the sound - ing joy.
found, Far as, far as the curse is found.

love, And won - ders, won - ders of His love.
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HYMN DURING DISTRIBUTION

Come, Your Hearts and Voices Raising
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1 Come, your hearts and voic - es  rais - ing, Christ the
2 Christ, from heav’n to us de - scend-ing And in
3Ja - cob’s star in all its  splen - dor Beams with
4 From the bond - age that op - pressed us, From sin’s
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love our race be - friend-ing; In our need His help ex-
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maz - ing, Wor - thy folk of Chris - ten - dom.
tend - ing, Saved us from  the wi - ly foe.
ren - der, Break - ing all the pow’rs  of hell.
tressed us, We, the cap - tives, now are free.
5  Oh, the joy beyond expressing
When by faith we grasp this blessing,
And to You we come confessing
That Your love has set us free.
6  Gracious Child, we pray, O hear us,

From Your lowly manger cheer us,
Gently lead us and be near us
Till we join Your choir above.
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Stand after the Presiding Minister has placed the sacramental vessels in order.

POST-COMMUNION BLESSING

(P} The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen and preserve you in body and soul to life everlasting. Depart *I+

in peace.
Amen.
NUNC DIMITTIS
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THANKSGIVING & POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
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O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good,

(P] Let us pray.

O God the Father, the fountain and source of all goodness, who in loving-kindness sent Your only-begotten Son into the
flesh, we thank You that for His sake You have given us pardon and peace in this Sacrament, and we ask You not to forsake
Your children but always to rule our hearts and minds by Your Holy Spirit that we may be enabled constantly to serve
You; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and

forever.
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CHRISTMAS RESPONSORY

COLLECT FOR CHRIST’S NATIVITY

Let us pray.
Almighty God, You have given Your only-begotten Son to take our nature upon Him, and to be born this day of a pure
virgin. Grant that we, who have been born again and made Your children by adoption and grace, may daily be renewed
by Your Holy Spirit; through our Lord Jesus Christ, to whom with You and the same Spirit be honor and glory, now and
forever.

Amen.

SALUTATION & BENEDICAMUS
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Bless we the Lord. o

Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION
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The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and I+ give you peace. | A-men, a-men, a - men.
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Face the processional crucifix as it exits the nave.

CLOSING HYMN Now Sing We, Now Rejoice

[ 9. L — L f T — L f T

[ 4% 'I',\ N I | N o F - [ J H | I N

I—%B—i\ I i |' I Ir i ¥ I ﬁ\ !'/ I Ir i ]
1 Now sing we, now re - joice, Now raise to heav’n our voice;
2 Come from on high to me; I can-not rise to Thee.
3 Now through His Son doth shine The  Fa-ther’s grace di - vine.
4 Oh, where shall joy be found?  Where but on heav’'n-ly ground?

0| . . ‘
e ——— e e e e = s
[NV | | 4 I I |

o ' r

He from whom joy stream - eth Poor in a man-ger lies;
Cheer my wea-ried spir - it, O pure and ho - ly Child;
Death was reign-ing o’er us Through sin and van -1 - ty
Where the an - gels sing - ing With all His saints u - nite,

o) . . ‘
'#p - — N— 1 N— N——N—T—
[NV I I' | 1/ 1

e ' Y

Not so bright-ly beam-eth The sun in yon - der skies.
Through Thy grace and mer - it, Blest Je - sus, Lord most mild,
Till He o -pened for us A bright e - ter - ni - ty.

Sweet - est prais-es bring-ing In heav'n-ly joy and light.

h } It
s — e

G e e L e e o o,

Thou my Sav - ior art! Thou my Sav - ior art!

Draw me un - to Thee! Draw me un - to Thee!

May we praise Him there! May  we praise Him there!

Oh, that we were there! Oh, that we were there!
POSTLUDE Fantasy on “O Come, All Ye Faithful”
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arr. Evan Copley
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