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CALVARY	EVANGELICAL	LUTHERAN	CHURCH	
CHRISTMAS	VESPERS		
DECEMBER	24,	2025	

		
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

 

T	PRE-SERVICE	MUSIC	T	
Beginning	at	6:30pm	

	
ORGAN	PRELUDE																	 	 	 	 				Ding,	Dong,	Merrily	on	High																						 	 	 	 	 arr.	David	Lasky	

	
ANTHEM	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 						In	Thee	Is	Gladness	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		arr.	Carl	Schalk	
	

In	Thee	is	gladness	
				Amid	all	sadness,	
Jesus,	sunshine	of	my	heart.	
				By	Thee	are	given	
				The	gifts	of	heaven,	
Thou	the	true	Redeemer	art.	
				Our	souls	Thou	wakest,	
				Our	bonds	Thou	breakest;	
				Who	trusts	Thee	surely	
				Has	built	securely;	
He	stands	forever:	Alleluia!	
				Our	hearts	are	pining	
				To	see	Thy	shining,	
				Dying	or	living	
				To	Thee	are	cleaving;	
Naught	can	us	sever:	Alleluia!	
		

Since	He	is	ours,	
				We	fear	no	powers,	
Not	of	earth	nor	sin	nor	death.	
				He	sees	and	blesses	
				In	worst	distresses;	
He	can	change	them	with	a	breath.	
				Wherefore	the	story	
				Tell	of	His	glory	
				With	hearts	and	voices;	
				All	heav’n	rejoices	
In	Him	forever:	Alleluia!	
				We	shout	for	gladness,	
				Triumph	o’er	sadness,	
				Love	Him	and	praise	Him	
				And	still	shall	raise	Him	
Glad	hymns	forever:	Alleluia!	

	
	

CAROL		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Away	in	a	Manger	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		

	

365 Away in a Manger 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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CAROL		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 						What	Child	Is	This	

	

	
CAROL		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 				O	Little	Town	of	Bethlehem	

	
 	

370 What Child Is This 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
361 O Little Town of Bethlehem 
 

 

 

 

 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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ANTHEM	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 					Joseph	Dearest,	Joseph	Mine	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		arr.	Jonathan	Kohrs	
	
	

“Joseph	dearest,	Joseph	mine,	
Help	me	cradle	the	child	divine;	
God	reward	thee	and	all	that’s	thine	
In	paradise,”		
So	prays	the	mother	Mary.	
	

Gladly,	dear	0ne,	lady	mine,	
I	will	cradle	this	child	of	thine;	
Heavenly	light	on	us	both	will	shine	
In	paradise,		
As	prays	the	mother	Mary.	
	

Sweet	and	lovely	little	one,	
Princely,	beauteous,	God’s	own	Son	
Without	Thee	were	we	all	undone	
Our	love	is	won		
By	Thine,	O	Son	of	Mary.			
	

All	shall	come	and	bow	the	knee;	
Wise	and	happy	their	souls	shall	be,	
Loving	such	a	divinity,		
As	all	may	see		
In	Jesus,	Son	of	Mary.	
	

	

CAROL		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		The	First	Noel	

	

The First Noel 

 

 

 

 

 

Text:  English Carol, 17th Cent.                      THE FIRST NOWELL 
Tune:  English Carol, 17th Cent.                                Irregular
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The	First	Noel

English	Carol,	c.	17th	century English	Carol,	c.	17th	century
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 4 

	
CAROL		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Go	Tell	It	on	the	Mountain	

	
	
	

ANTHEM	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 					On	Christmas	Night	 	 	 	 	 	 arr.	Ralph	Vaugahn	Williams	
	

On	Christmas	night	all	Christians	sing	
To	hear	the	news	the	angels	bring,	
On	Christmas	night	all	Christians	sing	
To	hear	the	news	the	angels	bring,	
				News	of	great	joy,	news	of	great	mirth,	
				News	of	our	merciful	King’s	birth.	
		

Then	why	should	men	on	earth	be	so	sad,	
Since	our	Redeemer	made	us	glad,	
Then	why	should	men	on	earth	be	so	sad,	
Since	our	Redeemer	made	us	glad,	
				When	from	our	sin	He	set	us	free,	
				All	for	to	gain	our	liberty?	
		

When	sin	departs	before	His	grace,	
Then	life	and	health	come	in	its	place,	
When	sin	departs	before	His	grace,	
Then	life	and	health	come	in	its	place;	
				Angels	and	men	with	joy	may	sing,	
				All	for	to	see	the	newborn	King.	
		

All	out	of	darkness	we	have	light,	
Which	made	the	angels	sing	this	night,	
All	out	of	darkness	we	have	light,	
Which	made	the	angels	sing	this	night:	
				“Glory	to	God	and	peace	to	men	
				Now	and	forevermore.	Amen.”	

	
	
ORGAN	PRELUDE	 	 	 	 	 	 	 			Let	Us	All	with	Gladsome	Voice	 	 	 	 	 	 			arr.	Jacob	B.	Weber	
	
	

During	the	final	organ	prelude,	the	cantors	will	assemble	at	the	rear	of	the	nave.	
	

Worshipers	are	asked	to	be	seated	in	their	pews. 	

388 Go Tell It on the Mountain 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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T	SERVICE	OF	VESPERS	T	
	
Stand	and	face	the	processional	crucifix	as	it	enters	the	nave.	
	
ENTRANCE	HYMN		 	 	 	 	 	 					Once	in	Royal	David’s	City	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 376	

	
	

	
OPENING	SENTENCES	
L O	Lord,	open	my	lips.	
C And	my	mouth	will	declare	Your	praise.	
	

L Make	haste,	O	God,	to	deliver	me.	
C Make	haste	to	help	me,	O	Lord.	
	

	 Glory	be	to	the	Father	and	to	the	Son	and	to	the	Holy	Spirit;	
	 as	it	was	in	the	beginning,	is	now,	and	will	be	forever.	Amen.	
	

	 Praise	to	You,	O	Christ,	Alleluia!	
 	

376 Once in Royal David’s City 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 



 6 

T	PSALMODY	T	
	

PSALM	OF	THE	DAY	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Psalm	96	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 				(sung	as	indicated)	
 
 
 
! Oh	sing	to	the	LORD	a	|	new	song;	*	sing	to	the	LORD,	|	all	the	earth!	
C Sing	to	the	LORD,	|	bless	his	name;	*	tell	of	his	salvation	from	|	day	to	day.	
! Declare	his	glory	among	the	|	nations,	*	his	marvelous	works	among	all	the	|	peoples!	
C For	great	is	the	LORD,	and	greatly	|	to	be	praised;	*	he	is	to	be	feared	a-	|	bove	all	gods.	
! For	all	the	gods	of	the	peoples	are	worthless	|	idols,	*	but	the	LORD	made	the	|	heavens.	
C Splendor	and	majesty	are	be-	|	fore	him;	*	strength	and	beauty	are	in	his	sanctu-	|	ary.	
! Ascribe	to	the	LORD,	O	families	of	the	|	peoples,	*	ascribe	to	the	LORD	glo-	|	ry	and	strength!	
C Ascribe	to	the	LORD	the	glory	|	due	his	name;	*	bring	an	offering,	and	come	in-	|	to	his	courts!	
! Worship	the	LORD	in	the	splendor	of	|	holiness;	*	tremble	before	him,	|	all	the	earth!	
C Say	among	the	nations,	“The	LORD	reigns!	Yes,	the	world	is	established;	it	shall	nev-	|	er	be	moved;	*	he	will	judge	

the	peoples	with	|	equity.”	
! Let	the	heavens	be	glad,	and	let	the	|	earth	rejoice;	*	let	the	sea	roar,	and	all	that	fills	it;	let	the	field	exult,	and	every-	|	thing	

in	it!	
C Then	shall	all	the	trees	of	the	forest	sing	for	joy	before	the	LORD,	|	for	he	comes,	*	for	he	comes	to	|	judge	the	

earth.	
! He	will	judge	the	world	in	|	righteousness,	*	and	the	peoples	in	his	|	faithfulness.	

C Glory	be	to	the	Father	and	|	to	the	Son	*	and	to	the	Holy	|	Spirit;	
as	it	was	in	the	be-	|	ginning,	*	is	now,	and	will	be	forever.	|	Amen.	

	
Sit	

	
OFFICE	HYMN		 	 	 	 	 	 	 				A	Great	and	Mighty	Wonder	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 383	

	
	
	
	

383 A Great and Mighty Wonder 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Text and tune: Public domain 
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T READINGS	T 
	
FIRST	READING	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 					 	 Isaiah	9:2–7	

The	people	who	walked	in	darkness	have	seen	a	great	light;	those	who	dwelt	in	a	land	of	deep	darkness,	on	them	has	light	
shined.	You	have	multiplied	the	nation;	you	have	increased	its	joy;	they	rejoice	before	you	as	with	joy	at	the	harvest,	as	they	
are	glad	when	they	divide	the	spoil.	For	the	yoke	of	his	burden,	and	the	staff	for	his	shoulder,	the	rod	of	his	oppressor,	you	
have	broken	as	on	the	day	of	Midian.	For	every	boot	of	the	tramping	warrior	in	battle	tumult	and	every	garment	rolled	in	
blood	will	be	burned	as	fuel	for	the	fire.	For	to	us	a	child	is	born,	to	us	a	son	is	given;	and	the	government	shall	be	upon	his	
shoulder,	and	his	name	shall	be	called	Wonderful	Counselor,	Mighty	God,	Everlasting	Father,	Prince	of	Peace.	Of	the	increase	
of	his	government	and	of	peace	there	will	be	no	end,	on	the	throne	of	David	and	over	his	kingdom,	to	establish	it	and	to	
uphold	it	with	justice	and	with	righteousness	from	this	time	forth	and	forevermore.	The	zeal	of	the	LORD	of	hosts	will	do	this.	
	

L O	Lord,	have	mercy	on	us.	 	 	 	 	 C Thanks	be	to	God.	

	
SECOND	READING	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 						 					Titus	2:11–14	
	 For	the	grace	of	God	has	appeared,	bringing	salvation	for	all	people,	training	us	to	renounce	ungodliness	and	worldly	
passions,	and	to	live	self-controlled,	upright,	and	godly	lives	in	the	present	age,	waiting	for	our	blessed	hope,	the	appearing	of	
the	glory	of	our	great	God	and	Savior	Jesus	Christ,	who	gave	himself	for	us	to	redeem	us	from	all	lawlessness	and	to	purify	for	
himself	a	people	for	his	own	possession	who	are	zealous	for	good	works.	
	

L O	Lord,	have	mercy	on	us.	 	 	 	 	 C Thanks	be	to	God.	

	
THIRD	READING	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Luke	2:1–20	
	 In	those	days	a	decree	went	out	from	Caesar	Augustus	that	all	the	world	should	be	registered.	This	was	the	first	registration	
when	Quirinius	was	governor	of	Syria.	And	all	went	to	be	registered,	each	to	his	own	town.	And	Joseph	also	went	up	from	
Galilee,	from	the	town	of	Nazareth,	to	Judea,	to	the	city	of	David,	which	is	called	Bethlehem,	because	he	was	of	the	house	and	
lineage	of	David,	to	be	registered	with	Mary,	his	betrothed,	who	was	with	child.	And	while	they	were	there,	the	time	came	for	
her	to	give	birth.	And	she	gave	birth	to	her	firstborn	son	and	wrapped	him	in	swaddling	cloths	and	laid	him	in	a	manger,	
because	there	was	no	place	for	them	in	the	inn.	
	 And	in	the	same	region	there	were	shepherds	out	in	the	field,	keeping	watch	over	their	flock	by	night.	And	an	angel	of	
the	Lord	appeared	to	them,	and	the	glory	of	the	Lord	shone	around	them,	and	they	were	filled	with	fear.	And	the	angel	said	
to	them,	“Fear	not,	for	behold,	I	bring	you	good	news	of	a	great	joy	that	will	be	for	all	the	people.	For	unto	you	is	born	this	day	
in	the	city	of	David	a	Savior,	who	is	Christ	the	Lord.	And	this	will	be	a	sign	for	you:	you	will	find	a	baby	wrapped	in	swaddling	
cloths	and	lying	in	a	manger.”	And	suddenly	there	was	with	the	angel	a	multitude	of	the	heavenly	host	praising	God	and	
saying,	“Glory	to	God	in	the	highest,	and	on	earth	peace	among	those	with	whom	he	is	pleased!”	
	 When	the	angels	went	away	from	them	into	heaven,	the	shepherds	said	to	one	another,	“Let	us	go	over	to	Bethlehem	and	
see	this	thing	that	has	happened,	which	the	Lord	has	made	known	to	us.”	And	they	went	with	haste	and	found	Mary	and	
Joseph,	and	the	baby	lying	in	a	manger.	And	when	they	saw	it,	they	made	known	the	saying	that	had	been	told	them	concerning	
this	child.	And	all	who	heard	it	wondered	at	what	the	shepherds	told	them.	But	Mary	treasured	up	all	these	things,	pondering	
them	in	her	heart.	And	the	shepherds	returned,	glorifying	and	praising	God	for	all	they	had	heard	and	seen,	as	it	had	been	
told	them.	
	

L O	Lord,	have	mercy	on	us.	 	 	 	 	 C Thanks	be	to	God.	
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T	CANTICLE	T 
	

Stand	
	
ANTIPHON	TO	THE	MAGNIFICAT	
L Christ	the	Lord,	our	Savior,	everlasting	God	and	Mary’s	Son,	
C we	praise	You	evermore.	

	
MAGNIFICAT	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 					Luke	1:46–55	

	

	
GATHERING	OF	OFFERINGS	
Worshipers	may	leave	their	gifts	and	offerings	in	the	plates	at	the	rear	of	the	nave.	

CANTICLE (MAGNIFICAT)

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

SERMON 
 

CANTICLE 
 

Stand 
 

MAGNIFICAT LSB 248 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
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L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

SERMON 
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MAGNIFICAT LSB 248 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

L O Lord, have mercy on us. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 
L In many and various ways, God spoke to His people of old by the prophets. 
C But now in these last days, He has spoken to us by His Son. 
 

SERMON 
 

CANTICLE 
 

Stand 
 

MAGNIFICAT LSB 248 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sit 
 

OFFERING 
 

PRAYER 
 

Kneel/Stand 
 

LITANY (LENT) LSB 249 
The congregation’s response may begin just as the leader’s petition ends so that the word “Lord” is sung simultaneously by 
both leader and congregation. 
  

 
 

 
  
L For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity of all, let us pray 

to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [names of synodical and district presidents], for all pastors in Christ, for all servants of the Church, and for all 

the people, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For [name of president or monarch], for all public servants, for the government and those who protect us, that 

they may be upheld and strengthened in every good deed, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who work to bring peace, justice, health, and protection in this and every place, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For those who bring offerings, those who do good works in this congregation, those who toil, those who sing, 

and all the people here present who await from the Lord great and abundant mercy, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For favorable weather, for an abundance of the fruits of the earth, and for peaceful times, let us pray to the 

Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For our deliverance from all affliction, wrath, danger, and need, let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
L For . . . [additional bids for prayer may be inserted here] . . . let us pray to the Lord: 
C Lord, have mercy. 
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T	PRAYER	T	
	

KYRIE	
L Holy	God,	holy	and	most	gracious	Father,	
C have	mercy	and	hear	us.	

	
LORD’S	PRAYER	
C Our	Father	who	art	in	heaven,	hallowed	be	Thy	name,	Thy	kingdom	come,	Thy	will	be	done	on	earth	as	it	is	in	

heaven;	give	us	this	day	our	daily	bread;	and	forgive	us	our	trespasses	as	we	forgive	those	who	trespass	against	
us;	and	lead	us	not	into	temptation,	but	deliver	us	from	evil.	

	 For	Thine	is	the	kingdom	and	the	power	and	the	glory	forever	and	ever.	Amen.	

	
APOSTLES’	CREED	
C I	believe	in	God,	the	Father	Almighty,	maker	of	heaven	and	earth.	

And	in	 Jesus	Christ,	His	only	Son,	our	Lord,	who	was	conceived	by	the	Holy	Spirit,	born	of	 the	virgin	Mary,	
suffered	under	Pontius	Pilate,	was	crucified,	died	and	was	buried.	He	descended	into	hell.	The	third	day	He	rose	
again	from	the	dead.	He	ascended	into	heaven	and	sits	at	the	right	hand	of	God	the	Father	Almighty.	From	
thence	He	will	come	to	judge	the	living	and	the	dead.	
I	believe	in	the	Holy	Spirit,	the	holy	Christian	Church,	the	communion	of	saints,	the	forgiveness	of	sins,	the	
resurrection	of	the	body,	and	the	life	T	everlasting.	Amen.	

	
LIGHTING	OF	CANDLES 	
During	the	hymn,	a	candle	will	be	taken	down	the	center	aisles.	As	the	candle	reaches	the	end	of	your	pew,	light	your	candle	from	
it	and	have	other	worshipers	in	your	pew	light	their	candles	in	turn	from	yours.	A	lighted	candle	is	never	tilted,	but	is	always	held	
upright	when	giving	light	to	another.	Candles	may	remain	lit	through	the	closing	hymn.		

	
HYMN	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		Silent	Night,	Holy	Night	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	363	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	

 	

363 Silent Night, Holy Night 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
Tune and text: Public domain 
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EVENING	SUFFRAGES	
L Show	us	Your	steadfast	love,	O	Lord,	
C and	grant	us	Your	salvation.	

L Let	Your	priests	be	clothed	with	righteousness;	
C and	let	Your	saints	shout	for	joy.	

L Lord,	keep	this	nation	under	Your	care,	
C and	guide	us	in	the	way	of	justice	and	truth.	

L Let	the	nations	be	glad	and	sing	for	joy,	
C for	You	judge	the	peoples	with	equity	and	guide	the	nations	upon	the	earth.	

L Let	the	peoples	praise	You,	O	God;	
C let	all	the	peoples	praise	You!	

L For	the	needy	shall	not	always	be	forgotten,	
C and	the	hope	of	the	poor	shall	not	perish	forever.	

L Create	in	me	a	clean	heart,	O	God,	
C and	renew	a	right	spirit	within	me.	

L Hear	my	prayer,	O	Lord;	
C let	my	cry	come	to	You.	

	
COLLECT	FOR	CHRISTMAS	EVE	
L O	God,	You	make	us	glad	with	the	yearly	remembrance	of	the	birth	of	Your	only-begotten	Son,	Jesus	Christ.	Grant	that	as	

we	joyfully	receive	Him	as	our	Redeemer,	we	may	with	sure	confidence	behold	Him	when	He	comes	to	be	our	Judge;	
through	the	same	Jesus	Christ,	our	Lord,	who	lives	and	reigns	with	You	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	now	and	forever.	

C Amen.	

	
COLLECT	FOR	CHRISTMAS	NIGHT	
L O	God,	You	make	this	most	holy	night	to	shine	with	the	brightness	of	the	true	Light.	Grant	that	as	we	have	known	the	

mysteries	of	that	Light	on	earth	we	may	also	come	to	the	fullness	of	His	joys	in	heaven;	through	the	same	Jesus	Christ,	
our	Lord.	

C Amen.	

	
COLLECT	FOR	OUR	LORD’S	NATIVITY	
L Most	merciful	God,	You	gave	Your	eternal	Word	to	become	incarnate	of	the	pure	Virgin.	Grant	Your	people	grace	to	put	

away	fleshly	lusts,	that	they	may	be	ready	for	Your	visitation;	through	Jesus	Christ,	our	Lord.	
C Amen.	

	
COLLECT	FOR	THE	WORLD		
L Almighty	and	everlasting	God,	the	glory	of	those	who	believe	in	You,	fill	the	world	with	Your	splendor,	and	show	every	

nation	the	radiance	of	Your	Light;	through	Your	Son,	Jesus	Christ,	our	Lord.	
C Amen.	

	
COLLECT	FOR	PEACE	
L O	God,	from	whom	come	all	holy	desires,	all	good	counsels,	and	all	just	works,	give	to	us,	Your	servants,	that	peace	which	

the	world	cannot	give,	that	our	hearts	may	be	set	to	obey	Your	commandments	and	also	that	we,	being	defended	from	
the	fear	of	our	enemies,	may	live	in	peace	and	quietness;	through	Jesus	Christ,	Your	Son,	our	Lord,	who	lives	and	reigns	
with	You	and	the	Holy	Spirit,	one	God,	now	and	forever.	

C Amen.	
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BLESSING	
L Let	us	bless	the	Lord.	
C Thanks	be	to	God.	
	

L The	grace	of	our	Lord	T	Jesus	Christ	and	the	love	of	God	and	the	communion	of	the	Holy	Spirit	be	with	you	all.	
C Amen.	
	
Face	the	processional	crucifix	as	it	exits	the	nave.	
	
CLOSING	HYMN	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		Hark!	The	Herald	Angels	Sing	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 380	
 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Following	the	conclusion	of	the	closing	hymn,	carefully	extinguish	all	candles	and	place	them	in	the	plastic	containers	found	at	
the	ends	of	each	pew.	
	
	
POSTLUDE		 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	Angels	We	Have	Heard	on	High		 	 	 	 	 	 			arr.	Jacob	B.	Weber	

	
The	Church’s	celebration	of	Christ’s	Nativity		

	

continues	with	the	Divine	Service	for	Christmas	Day		
	

tomorrow	at	10:30am.	
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