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“Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!” The familiar Advent 
refrain points to the promised arrival of the LORD’s Messiah. The One who is 
“God with Us”—Emmanuel—will appear. That is what the LORD’s people 
Israel were to look forward to. The LORD had foretold this through the 
Prophet Isaiah: “Therefore the Lord himself will give you a sign. Behold, the 
virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel.”(Is 7:14)

This prophetic promise, along with many others, was to shape the hearts and 
minds of Israel. Believers in the LORD were to anticipate that He would 
indeed do what He said. They were to place their hope in a future action that 
would deliver them. The LORD would make good on His promises.
As we hear in the Christmas Eve Gospel Reading, the LORD did fulfill this 
promise about Emmanuel. So Matthew records: “But as [Joseph] considered 
these things, behold, an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream, saying, 
‘Joseph, son of David, do not fear to take Mary as your wife, for that which 
is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She will bear a son, and you shall 
call his name Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.’ All this took 
place to fulfill what the Lord had spoken by the prophet: ‘Behold, the virgin 
shall conceive and bear a son, and they shall call his name Immanuel’ (which 
means, God with us).”(Mt 1:20b-23)

The birth of Jesus begins the fulfillment of that Immanuel Promise. He arrives 
to bring redemption to His people. But this will be an act that benefits more 
than the physical descendants of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. The people who 
belong to Immanuel will include individuals from all nations. The 
redemptive work performed by Jesus will atone for the sins of the world. 
That is what “God with Us” does. That truth will be presented to us again in 
this new Church Year in the Scripture Readings that we hear.
But why do we sing that Advent hymn with its familiar refrain? Why do we 
continue to say “Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel!”? In 
some ways, the season of Advent ties us most to the status of Old Testament 
believers. That is, the emphasis of Advent is placed on what is yet to be, what 
will be done. This includes the promise that Emmanuel will once again come 
to His people. That’s the major focus of Advent with its themes of preparation 
for Christ’s appearing.
We can sing that Immanuel will come to us. Yes, He already did arrive, as 
Matthew’s Gospel declares. But that same account of Jesus’ words and works 
also indicates that Christ will come again: “When the Son of Man comes in his 
glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 
Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one 
from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.”(Mt 25:31-32)

We are included among the heirs of Abraham: “Know then that it is those of 
faith who are the sons of Abraham. And the Scripture, foreseeing that God 
would justify the Gentiles by faith, preached the gospel beforehand to 
Abraham, saying, ‘In you shall all the nations be blessed.’ So then, those who 
are of faith are blessed along with Abraham, the man of faith.”(Ga 3:7-9) So 
when we sing about joy tied to the arrival of Emmanuel to Israel—the 
LORD’s people—we are actually singing about us. 
We are to rejoice as we expectantly wait, even as we experience aspects of life 
that trouble and assail us. Our joy is based on the promise that “God with Us” 
will appear for our benefit. It’s what we ask to happen: “Grant that as we 
joyfully receive [Jesus Christ] as our Redeemer, we may with sure confidence behold 
Him when He comes to be our Judge.” [Collect for Christmas Eve]

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
ANTICIPATING A NEW YEAR  

OF STEWARDSHIP 
As Christmas quickly approaches, it’s easy for 
us to stress over the long shopping list of gifts 
to buy for all our family, friends, children, and 
colleagues.  However, it’s important to 
remember that those gifts are only temporal in 
our earthly life, as the Scriptures tell us: “For 
we brought nothing into this world, and we 
cannot take anything out of the world.”(1Ti 6:7) 

Instead, we should direct our focus to the true, 
everlasting gifts of righteousness and eternal 
life that the Lord has freely given to us through 
His grace. The beginning of Advent and the 
new Church Year is a good time to remind 
ourselves to be thankful to the Lord for the free 
gift of salvation He gave us. We are expected 
to use the earthly gifts He has given us in ways 
that give back to Him and for His purpose. 

Calvary’s Board of Stewardship has defined 
stewardship as “the free and joyous activity of 
managing what God has providentially given to 
His people for His purpose.” There are several 
ways we can use our abilities and gifts to serve 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Upcoming Dates 
Tuesday, January 6 
 Epiphany Divine Service: 7:00pm 

Sunday, February 1 
 Winter Voters Assembly Meeting: 12:15pm 

Wednesday, February 18 
 Ash Wednesday Divine Services: 
 10:30am & 7:00pm 

Wednesday, February 25; March 4, 11, 18 
 Lent Midweek Services: 
 10:30am & 7:00pm 

Wednesday, March 25 
 Annunciation Divine Services: 
 10:30am & 7:00pm
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the Lord and support our congregation at Calvary in the coming new year: 
1. The Board of Stewardship developed an Opportunities Guide that 

provides information on the various ways to serve within the 
congregation and the time-commitment involved in each of those 
opportunities. These can be found in the Narthex. 

2. Calvary’s Church Council has vacant positions that need to be filled by 
interested voting members including Vice-President, Board of Education 
Chairperson, and Assistant Financial Secretary. 

3. The 2026 Parish Budget was approved at the November Voters Assembly 
Meeting. It is asked that you prayerfully consider increasing in small, 
incremental ways your giving to support the budget and the inevitable 
increase in expenditures. 

Let us begin the new church year by “giving thanks always and for 
everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.”(Eph 5:20) 
This can be done in a similar manner the Apostle Paul gave thanks to the 
Lord for his strength and the giving he received to support his apostolic 
mission (Php 4:10-23). Most importantly, we must give thanks to God for the 
greatest gift He bestowed to us through His son's atoning work: saving us 
from sin and death and incorporating us into His family through our 
baptisms.

LWML/LADIES AID SOCIETY NEWS 
Our holiday collection projects were successful due to your support! 

THANKSGIVING COLLECTION: Thank you for the tremendous response to 
the ingathering of stuffing for the Thanksgiving food baskets that were 
provided to guests of New Hope Ministries' Mechanicsburg Center. Our goal 
was 300; the final count delivered to New Hope was 351!  

ZONE FALL RALLY INGATHERING: Thank you for your generosity in 
providing personal care items for Bridge of Hope of Chester County, the 
recipient of our Fall Rally ingathering. These items were delivered to the 
rally on November 1. 

NEXT MEETING: Our next monthly meeting is scheduled for  Saturday, 
December 20 at 9:30am in the Education Wing Meeting Room. If you are 
unable to attend,  your mites to support LWML Missionary Grants can 
always be placed in the wooden box located in the Narthex.

CHURCH CHRISTMAS 
DECORATING 

Your  help  is  needed  to  prepare  our  church 
bui lding  for  the  upcoming  Christmas 
celebrations!

Decorating the sanctuary and other parts of 
the church building will take place following 
the Divine Service on December 21.

The decorating process includes:
• Trimming Christmas trees
• Arranging poinsettias
• Setting up the creche
• Hanging wreaths
• Sweeping up fallen needles

Helping hands will make this task go quickly 
and  smoothly.  Plan  to  donate  a  portion  of 
your time for this festive work.

2025 CHRISTMAS AT CALVARY 

Christmas Vespers will be held on 
Wednesday, December 24 at 7:00pm. Pre-
service music, including singing of carols by 
worshipers, will begin at 6:30pm. 

Christmas Divine Service will be held on 
Thursday, December 25 at 10:30am. This is 
the formal liturgical celebration of the 
Nativity of Our Lord. 

Epiphany Divine Service will be held on 
Tuesday, January 6 at 7:00pm. A dessert 
social will follow afterward. That evening’s 
events will include guests from our sister 
congregation, Mount Calvary Lutheran 
Church – Lititz, PA. 

Please join us as we rejoice that the LORD’s 
Christ was born to bring us salvation.

NOVEMBER 2025 VOTERS ASSEMBLY MEETING SUMMARY 

At its November 2 session, the Voters Assembly of Calvary Evangelical 
Lutheran Church took the following actions. 

• Adopted the 2026 Parish Budget with a budgeted expenditure total of 
$353,954. This is an increase of 5.77% from the 2025 budget. 

• Directed the congregational president to send a letter to all members 
explaining the need for contributions to support expenditures. 

• Elected officers for a 2026–2027 term of office: 
Treasurer – Andrew Barnes 
Deacons – Chris Lamm, Keith Ohlendorf, Jim Wicker 
Trustees – Wally Holzwarth, Brandon Smith, Kyle Stauffer 
Evangelism Chair – Wendy Walters 

• Received an update from the Governing Document Revision Task 
Force, including a proposed timeline of congregational meetings to 
present and discuss its work.
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lcms ministry to the armed forces

 OPERATIONPARISH CASH FLOW REPORT 
January 1–October 31, 2025 

INCOME 
General Offering                                     $ 240,402.82  
Mission Offering                                           12,802.50 
Building Fund                                             12,008.50 
Plate Offering                                              2,354.15 
Memorials                                                      325.00 
My Neighbor Fund                                               0.00 
1-1-1 Project                                                 310.03 
Initial Offering                                               260.00 
Church Seasonal Service Offerings                       4,879.00 
Building Use                                                 300.00 
Refunds                                                             0.00 
Other Income                                              28,048.23 
Thrivent Choice Dollars                                       251.00 
Lutheran Witness Subscriptions                             269.50 
Sunday School                                                200.00 
Youth Group                                               2,031.00 
                                                                        

TOTAL INCOME                                        $  304,441.73 

  
EXPENDITURES 
Pastoral Expenses                                      $ 88,202.42 
Personnel Expenses                                       33,555.01 
Real Estate Expenses                                       32,659.17 
Operating Expenses                                      41,041.47 
Ministry Expenses                                         10,959.03 
Mission Expenses                                          13,100.00 
Mortgage Expenses                                        52,778.30 
Non-Budgeted Expenses                                    9,800.53 
                                                                        

TOTAL EXPENDITURES                                 $  282,095.93 

NET CASH FLOW                                         $ 22,345.80 

Full financial reports are provided to congregational members at 
the quarterly Voters Assembly meetings.

MILITARY SHARE PROGRAM 
Our Monthly Military Share food distributions continue each 
month on the third Wednesday.  In November, we served 48 
families totaling 127 people. Our numbers change monthly 
based on individual family situations. We had six new 
families sign up in November for our distributions. 
November was exciting for our families for two reasons: 

(1) A person made a donation of Weis gift cards for each 
family to use for a Thanksgiving turkey or ham. 

(2) An application was made and approved for a Thrivent 
Action Team grant to purchase the “extras” needed for a 
Thanksgiving meal. These items included stuffing, gravy, 
corn, green beans and cranberry sauce.

The Operation Barnabas Committee gives THANKS for these 
very generous gifts.

TRANSITION IN PLACE (TIP) UPDATE 
(1) The Operation Barnabas Committee provided and 

delivered hygiene products for 20 homeless veterans 
active in their program.   

  
(2) 12 Move-In boxes for homeless Veteran families moving 

into transitional housing is in progress. The Auxiliary at 
the American Post 109 in Mechanicsburg will contact us 
when they are completed.   

ADOPT-A-CHAPLAIN PROGRAM 
Calvary has adopted Chaplain Aaron Bell and his family.   
  

The Operation Barnabas Committee continues to encourage 
the congregation to support Chaplain Bell through regular 
communication and prayer. 

Personal Email: naphshi@gmail.com 
Military Email: aaron.bell@marines.usmc.mil  

EQUIPMENT RESUPPLY 
The Military Share Program has on ongoing need for plastic 
grocery bags. Please continue to place your bags in the purple 
tubs near the Honor Wall. 

HONOR WALL 
Any member of Calvary who is a veteran and would like their 
name added to our Honor Plaque, please speak with either 
Bob Ardner or Jeff Douden. 

INSTALLATION	OF	PARISH	OFFICERS	
Members	 elected	 to	 parish	 of2ices	 in	 November	 will	 be	
installed	during	the	Divine	Service	on	January	4,	2026.

2025 YEAR-END OFFERINGS 
To ensure that all offerings are recorded as given for 2025, 
they should be received at the Church no later than Sunday, 
December 28. Offerings mailed by your bank or other financial 
institutions may need your attention to advise that institution of 
the year-end deadline.

EVANGELISM BOARD MEETING: DECEMBER 7 
The Evangelism Board will hold a brief meeting on Sunday, 
December 7. This will take place during the Coffee Social Hour. 

Contact Wendy Walters, the incoming Evangelism Board 
Chairperson, with any questions (814-319-5192).

mailto:naphshi@gmail.com
mailto:aaron.bell@marines.usmc.mil
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Next Calvary Comment Deadline is Sunday, December 21, 2025. 
 Please send info to CalvaryComment@Verizon.net.

!  PARISH MUSIC PROGRAM NOTES !  
We are beginning a more structured scheduled time for children to learn about 
and sing music in our church services. We are adding four times a year that the 
children will participate in worship by singing anthems and sitting as a group in 
the choral area of the nave instead of singing in front as a prelude. 

The Sunday School hour will not change. But a music time that fills the gap 
between the conclusion of Sunday School and the beginning of Divine Service has 
been added. Students have already begun working on music for the 4th Sunday in 
Advent (December 21), which has been a regularly scheduled day for them to sing. 
I’m asking the parents of Sunday School children to participate in this program by 
encouraging them to be a part of the beginning of a children’s choir. It will be a 
weekly music time and not just a seasonal program as in the past. Included in this 
program will be hymns from our hymnal, basic learning of the liturgy, and some 
fun songs.

Anna Knych and Hannah Cosby volunteered to head this program, with back-up 
assistance from Denise Saunders. Because my Sunday mornings are full of 
rehearsals, I cannot do so. These teachers have made this happen so the children 
will have all their learning on Sunday mornings. Bless them on this new endeavor! 

Karen Appel 
Parish Music Director

BAND HOSTING THANK YOU

The Lutheran Northwest Band wishes to 
thank members of Calvary Evangelical 
Lutheran Church for their generosity in 
hosting our band on our tour.  

We had a wonderful time and we 
thank God for the opportunity to share 
our music to the glory of God. 

Listen to 

the Music of the Church 

anytime at
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In December, Lutheran Public Radio 
will webcast music for Advent up to 
Christmas Eve. On December 24, it will 
be time to begin hearing the sacred 
sounds of Christmastide. Listen to the 
familiar carols that you know, as well as 
other music that may be new to you.  
You can access the Music of the Church 
anytime at LutheranPublicRadio.org on 
your computer or smart devices.

http://LutheranPublicRadio.org
mailto:CalvaryComment@Verizon.net

