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Lent will soon be upon us, as Ash Wednesday arrives on February 18. But 
before we reach that season marked by prayer, fasting, and almsgiving, we 
have a three-week interlude. The Alleluias are put away from worship, but 
we’re not yet in Lent. This “pre-Lent” period are the “Gesima Sundays” that 
are part of the older, 1-year lectionary that our congregation is following. 

We see those long Latin words—Septuagesima, Sexagesima, Quinquagesima
—and wonder what they mean. Our lay readers probably also wonder how to 
pronounce them! Despite their foreign sound and polysyllabic length, the 
terms aren’t difficult. They just mean “seventieth” (Septuagesima), “sixtieth” 
(Sexagesimal), and “fiftieth” (Quinquagesima). 

These terms denote the three Sundays that fall before the start of Lent. They 
are within 70, 60, or 50 days of Easter. This is a countdown towards the great 
celebration of Christ’s resurrection. By starting the countdown a few weeks 
earlier than just the 40 days of Lent, there is a tie to the number 70. 

The number 70 is symbolic within the Scriptures. We should recall a period 
that lasted for 70 years—the exile of the Judahites in Babylon: 
“[Nebuchadnezzar] took into exile in Babylon those who had escaped from 
the sword, and they became servants to him and to his sons until the 
establishment of the kingdom of Persia, to fulfill the word of the LORD by 
the mouth of Jeremiah, until the land had enjoyed its Sabbaths. All the days 
that it lay desolate it kept Sabbath, to fulfill seventy years.”(2Ch 36:20-21) That 
exile was the LORD’s temporal punishment of Judah’s sins against Him, 
especially their apostasy and idolatry.

During that time, the LORD’s people were led to repentance while longing 
for His restorative work to be done for them. That longing for aid while in 
exile is captured in Psalm 137: “By the waters of Babylon, there we sat down 
and wept, when we remembered Zion. On the willows there we hung up our 
lyres. For there our captors required of us songs, and our tormentors, mirth, 
saying, ‘Sing us one of the songs of Zion!’ How shall we sing the LORD’s 
song in a foreign land?”(Ps 137:1-4) The psalm goes on, but we can sense the 
people’s lament and their desire to be delivered from their condition.

But the 70 years away from Judah wasn’t permanent. The LORD returned His 
people to Judah. The Temple was rebuilt. The priesthood was restored. The 
countdown toward Christ’s arrival started to pick up speed. This was the 
LORD’s restoration that He completed according to His promise.

As we go through this 70-day period from the Gesima Sundays through Lent, 
we can reflect the same type of thinking that the Judahite exiles had in 
Babylon. Christ’s saving work has been done though His death and 
resurrection, but we await His return. We are the LORD’s redeemed people 
now, but we live in a condition where sin and its effects are still experienced. 
We are part of the kingdom of God, but we live under other rulers who are 
not aligned with the Divine Will. In a way of speaking, we are exiles. The full 
manifestation of redemption with all its joy has not been revealed to us.

But we have the LORD’s promise that this time will come to an end. A  
greater day will arise because of Christ’s resurrection. We are meant to be part 
of a fully renewed and restored world. That hope is to orient us toward the 
joy and gladness that awaits after we endure affliction and troubles in this 
age. There will be a day when we will utter “Alleluia!” with no hesitation, no 
reservations, no lingering thoughts of sorrow. Easter gives us a preview of 
that great day. The countdown to that has begun. Our calendar with its long 
Latin names helps to remind us of that.

CALVARY CLOTHES CLOSET 
Our next opportunity to serve our 
neighbors through the Calvary Clothes 
Closet will be on Saturday, March 7 from 
11:00am—12:30pm. 

Both parishioners and community members 
have brought clothing to the church for the 
March event, but there is always a need for 
more donations.  

Workers will be needed to sort and organize 
clothing donations that we have received 
since our last distribution. Dates and times 
for sorting will be published in Sunday 
bulletins later in February.  

Further volunteers will be needed for the 
day of the event. Some will assist our guests 
who have come to receive donations. Others 
will help to organize leftover clothes and to 
reset the Social Hall after the distribution 
ends. 

Thank you for contributing to this human 
c are ministr y that b enefits others. 
Donations of your clothing items or your 
time and effort are both sacrificial gifts that 
you offer in service of God and neighbor.

mailto:CalvaryLutheranChurch@verizon.net


Upcoming Dates 
Sunday, April 5 
 Resurrection of Our Lord Divine Service: 

10:30am 

Sunday, May 3 
 2nd Quarter Voters Assembly: 12:15pm 

Thursday, May 14 
 Ascension Divine Service at  
 Mount Calvary – Lititz, PA: 7:00pm 

Sunday, May 17 
 Armed Forces Day Luncheon: 12:00pm 

Tuesday, May 19 
 Primary Election Polls at Church: 
 7:00am—8:00pm
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FELLOWSHIP EVENT: FEBRUARY 15 
There will be a food and fellowship 
event  for Calvary members and regular 
visitors at Duke's Riverside Bar and Grille 
on February 15 at 2:30pm. (The address 
is 313 S. Front St, Wormleysburg, PA 
17043.) 
This is a self-pay event for your dinner 
and beverages. Planned attendance must 
be registered by signing up on the form in 
the Narthex, so that a final count is 
provided prior to the event. 
If  you have any questions about the 
event, please  contact  Briana Smith by 
p h o n e ( 7 1 7 - 6 0 9 - 3 8 2 4 ) o r e m a i l 
(briana9marie@gmail.com).

LADIES AID SOCIETY/LWML NEWS 
2026 OFFICERS: At our January meeting, officers were elected for 
the current year: President, Tamara Lukens; Vice-President, Kay 
Ardner; Secretary, Erma Ohlendorf; Treasurer, Linda Goheen. 

NEXT MEETING: Our next monthly meeting is scheduled for Saturday, 
February 21 at 9:30 am in the Adult Classroom. Pastor will lead a 
study from the Winter 2026 issue of the  Lutheran Women’s 
Quarterly and a short business meeting will follow – all wrapping up 
by noon. Hope to see you there!

ALTAR GUILD MEETING: FEBRUARY 15 
The Calvary Altar Guild will hold its quarterly meeting immediately 
following Divine Service on Sunday, February 15.  
Discussion will include a review of  the upcoming Lent and Easter seasons 
and the necessary work of  the Altar Guild tied to them. 
Any congregational member who is interested in joining this important 
team is invited to attend.

2026 LENT WORSHIP SERVICES 
Our congregation will mark the Season of Lent by holding additional 
worship services: 

• Divine Service for Ash Wednesday will take place on February 18 at 
10:30am and 7:00pm. Imposition of Ashes will be offered at both 
services. 

• Midweek Lent Morning Prayer will be held on February 25, March 
4, March 11, and March 18 at 10:30am. 

• Midweek Lent Evening Prayer will be held on February 25, March 4, 
March 11, and March 18 at 7:00pm. 

• Divine Service for the Annunciation of Our Lord will take place on 
March 25 at 10:30am and 7:00pm. 

The Holy Triduum will be observed with its own unique schedule: 

• Divine Service for Holy Thursday will take place on April 2 at 
12:00pm and 7:00pm. Stripping of the Chancel will occur at the 
evening service. 

• Chief Service for Good Friday will take place on April 3 at 12:00pm. 

• Good Friday Passion Vespers will take place on April 3 at 7:00pm. 

• Easter Vigil will be held on April 4 at 7:00pm. A reception for 
worshipers follows that service. 

All members and regular visitors are invited to attend as they are able. 

FEBRUARY 2026 VOTERS ASSEMBLY MEETING 
The first Voters Assembly Meeting of 2026 will take place on Sunday, 
February 1 after Divine Service. All voting members of the congregation 
are encouraged to attend and participate at the meeting. 

Confirmed members of the congregation who have reached 18 years of 
age may become voting members by attending the meeting.

CHRISTMASTIDE THANKS 
Thank you to all our members and regular 
visitors who helped make our parish’s 
Christmastide activities work.  
This year saw several additions to our 
schedule: 
• Youth Christmas party and caroling for 

homebound members. 
• Sunday School children singing during 

the Advent 4 Divine Service. 
• Instrumentalists at Christmas Eve Vespers. 
• Joint choir with singers from Mount 

Calvary at the Epiphany Divine Service. 
Your participation in these additions along 
with the standard decorating and other 
customs allowed us to mark the festive 
holiday season well.

mailto:briana9marie@gmail.com
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lcms ministry to the armed forces

 OPERATIONPARISH CASH FLOW REPORT 
January 1–December 31, 2025 

INCOME 
General Offering                                     $ 288,307.57 
Mission Offering                                           16,190.00 
Building Fund                                             18,251.00 
Plate Offering                                              2,872.15 
Memorials                                                      325.00 
My Neighbor Fund                                               0.00 
1-1-1 Project                                                 310.03 
Initial Offering                                               260.00 
Church Seasonal Service Offerings                       8,865.00 
Building Use                                                 600.00 
Refunds                                                             0.00 
Other Income                                              33,048.23 
Thrivent Choice Dollars                                       438.00 
Lutheran Witness Subscriptions                             352.45 
Sunday School                                                200.00 
Youth Group                                               2,454.23 
                                                                        

TOTAL INCOME                                        $  372,473.66 

  
EXPENDITURES 
Pastoral Expenses                                     $ 107,276.63 
Personnel Expenses                                       39,870.33 
Real Estate Expenses                                       50,527.81 
Operating Expenses                                      52,978.24 
Ministry Expenses                                         12,617.86 
Mission Expenses                                          18,500.00 
Mortgage Expenses                                        57,933.96 
Non-Budgeted Expenses                                    9,880.00 
                                                                        

TOTAL EXPENDITURES                                 $  349,584.83 

NET CASH FLOW                                         $ 22,888.33 

Full financial reports are provided to congregational members at 
the quarterly Voters Assembly meetings.

MILITARY SHARE PROGRAM 
Our Military Share food distributions continue each 
month on the third Wednesday.  In December, we 
served 48 families totaling 131 people. Our numbers 
change monthly based on individual family situations. 

SAVE THE DATE 
The Operation Barnabas Chapter and the Evangelism 
committee will host an Armed Forces Day Luncheon 
after Divine Service on May 17.  Further information 
will be provided.  

EQUIPMENT RESUPPLY 
The Military Share Program has on ongoing need for 
plastic grocery bags.  Please continue to place your 
bags in the purple tubs near the Honor Wall. 

ADOPT-A-CHAPLAIN PROGRAM 
Calvary has adopted Chaplain Aaron Bell and his 
family.   

The Operation Barnabas Committee continues to 
encourage the congregation to support Chaplain Bell 
through regular communication and prayer. 

Personal Email: naphshi@gmail.com 
Military Email: aaron.bell@marines.usmc.mil 

CHANCEL FLOWERS SPONSORSHIP
Sponsoring flowers for the chancel is a way to both 
honor Christ and recognize special people or events in 
your life.

Openings are available for sponsoring Chancel Flowers 
for many Sundays in 2026. See the chart posted in the 
Social Hall to register. 

Our congregation follows the custom of not having 
Chancel Flowers for the Sundays in Lent (February 22, 
March 1, March 8, March 15, March, 22, March 29) and the 
Sundays in Advent (November 29, December 6, December 
13, December 20). 

The cost for providing flowers is $25 for 1 vase; $50 for 
2 vases. 

If you will not be present on a day you sponsor flowers, 
please inform the Altar Guild of what to do with the 
flowers after worship.

Listen to 

the Music of the Church 

anytime at
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Sacred music for the Season 
of  Lent will be available 
for your listening 24/7 on 
LutheranPublicRadio.org 
b e g i n n i n g o n A s h 
Wednesday, February 18.

KFUO Radio is LISTENER-SUPPORTED
You can help people around the world hear about the  
hope, love, mercy, and salvation found only in Christ.

Find out how at kfuo.org/support-us.

KFUO Radio, a media 
ministry extension of LCMS 
congregations, shares Christ 
for you anytime, anywhere 
via worship services, Bible 
and theology studies, 
practical talk programs,  
and sacred music.

Find KFUO Radio  
on your podcast app

KFUO.org worldwide

AM 850 in St. Louis

LIVE OR ON DEMAND:

Sacred Music & Prayer 
Worship Services 
Bible Studies 
Lutheran Confessions 
Practical Talk 
And much more!

KFUO Radio is LISTENER-SUPPORTED
You can help people around the world hear about the  
hope, love, mercy, and salvation found only in Christ.

Find out how at kfuo.org/support-us.

KFUO Radio, a media 
ministry extension of LCMS 
congregations, shares Christ 
for you anytime, anywhere 
via worship services, Bible 
and theology studies, 
practical talk programs,  
and sacred music.

Find KFUO Radio  
on your podcast app

KFUO.org worldwide

AM 850 in St. Louis

LIVE OR ON DEMAND:

Sacred Music & Prayer 
Worship Services 
Bible Studies 
Lutheran Confessions 
Practical Talk 
And much more!

mailto:naphshi@gmail.com
mailto:aaron.bell@marines.usmc.mil
http://LutheranPublicRadio.org
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Next Calvary Comment Deadline is Sunday, February 22, 2026. 
 Please send info to CalvaryComment@Verizon.net.

CHURCH LIBRARY UPDATE 
I am entering the final stages of labelling the books and 
final shelf organization of the Calvary library. This 
certainly has been a labor of love with a few frustrations 
along the way.  

The library has been renumbered/reorganized and 
cleaned for the benefit of the current and future 
congregation members and families. Reading for 
pleasure, knowledge and discernment is a gift we have 
been given. Our library does provide a lifetime of these 
opportunities. 

Most of the improvements are transparent to readers/
researchers. Processes for checking out and returning 
books will not change. It’s still very simple; you do not 
need to know anything about Dewey Decimal or Library 
of Congress numbering systems. 

I am so happy to have spearheaded this effort. I 
apologize for the length of time the library has been out 
o f commiss ion . Unless there are unforeseen 
circumstances, the library will be open at the end of 
March. 

Susan Flickinger

“But as for me and my household, we will serve the 
LORD.”(Jos 24:15) 

Let’s explore and discern what this means for us. 
Through knowing each other, encouraging and nurturing 
each other, we reach out to those surrounding us on a 
daily basis. 

Men of Calvary, we meet on the 4th Saturday of each 
month. Coffee and refreshments are provided. Our 
future meeting schedule includes sessions at church on 
February 28 and March 28 at 9:30am. 

“And let us consider how to stir up one another to love 
and good works, not neglecting to meet together, as is 
the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and 
all the more as you see the Day drawing near.”(Heb 

10:24-25)

Calvary Men Coming 
Together
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