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STEWARDSHIP CORNER

A CALVARY STEWARDSHIP PORTRAIT

October’s Stewardship Corner reflected on
Paul reminding the Christians in Rome that
each member of the Body of Christ has
received unique and different gifts from the
Lord which are equally important, necessary,
and interdependent. Harmonious and
corporate stewardship not only builds up the
Body of Christ, it also supports the shared
work of the Gospel.

Paul’s epistle is still applicable today and a
good reminder to the parishioners of Calvary
as well. The Lord has given each of us different
but equally valuable gifts to use for His
purpose. We depend on each other’s distinct
abilities, opportunities, and wealth to
encourage stewardship towards one another
and collectively as the Body of Christ.

This month, Calvary’s Board of Stewardship
would like to reflect on ways that the Holy
Spirit guides Calvary parishioners in collective
stewardship:

« Parishioners serve the Lord by using their
musical talents during worship services.

(Continued on Page 2)

The conclusion of our Church Year directs our hearts and minds toward what
is yet to come. That topic of thought isn’t limited to only one month on the
calendar; it is part of our confession of faith year round, as we state in the
Creed: “I look for the resurrection of the dead and the life of the world to come.” But
we can be more focused on this topic, as we commemorate All Saints Day at
the beginning of November and hear Jesus’ teaching about the Last Day
during the weeks that close out the Church Year.

Why are we to be focused on things beyond this present age? Because the life
that the LORD designed for His human creatures was meant to be unending.
Death is a bug, not a feature for humanity. It's part of a curse. Or as the
Apostle bluntly puts it: “the wages of sin.”®o 623 We are never to forget that.
Even when dying ends temporal suffering, death is still to be seen as an
enemy, though a defeated one.

The Apostle notes the importance of Jesus’ resurrection and its effects for us:
“But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who
have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has come also the
resutrection of the dead. For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be
made alive. But each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his
coming those who belong to Christ. Then comes the end, when he delivers the
kingdom to God the Father after destroying every rule and every authority
and power. For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
The last enemy to be destroyed is death.”(1Co 15:20-26)

Our faith points us toward experiencing that. It's why we are to have a focus
on what is yet to come. Our desire is to be part of that kingdom that the Risen
Christ rules—not just now when it is hidden in weakness, but when it is
manifested in glory. The day of revelation has not yet arrived, but it is on the
calendar—that is, the Divine Calendar that only God the Father has access to.
He knows when that day will arrive, while we are told to anticipate it and be
ready for it.

Part of such preparation includes speaking about what will be, which isn’t
divorced from what is now. So we hear on All Saints Day: “Beloved, we are
God’s children now, and what we will be has not yet appeared; but we know
that when he appears we shall be like him, because we shall see him as he is.
And everyone who thus hopes in him purifies himself as he is pure.”1n3:2-3)

We have become children of God, born from above. That's our identity. But
like children in this age, we haven't yet fully become our mature selves. That
won’t be completely different from what we are currently, just as we can look
at pictures of people from their childhood and teenage years and see the
resemblance. We do share characteristics of God in our current lives. But the
fullness of holiness, glory, and life that will be ours is not yet seen.

So we anticipate the time when we will be our full, mature, resurrected
selves: “So is it with the resurrection of the dead. What is sown is perishable;
what is raised is imperishable. It is sown in dishonor; it is raised in glory. It
is sown in weakness; it is raised in power. It is sown a natural body; it is
raised a spiritual body. If there is a natural body, there is also a spiritual
body. Thus it is written, ‘The first man Adam became a living being’; the last
Adam became a life-giving spirit. But it is not the spiritual that is first but
the natural, and then the spiritual. The first man was from the earth, a man
of dust; the second man is from heaven. As was the man of dust, so also are
those who are of the dust, and as is the man of heaven, so also are those who
are of heaven. Just as we have borne the image of the man of dust, we shall
also bear the image of the man of heaven.”(1Co 15:42-49)
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STEWARDSHIP CORNER (continued from Page 1)

« Every Sunday morning, Calvary ladies work diligently to ensure coffee
and refreshments are available.

Sunday school teachers work hard all year to ensure children learn and
grow in the faith, biblical literacy, and discipleship.

 Parishioners’ efforts and talents in ushering, assisting the Pastor, or being
part of the Altar Guild help Divine Service run smoothly every Sunday.

Counters play a key role in making sure the offering is properly handled
while the finance committee ensures the wealth is allocated
appropriately to support the business aspects of the congregation.

» The building cleaning and maintenance are done throughout the year by
committed Calvary stewards.

« This past June, members came together to support in the outreach to
community members about Calvary’s mission.

There are unceasing efforts made by our Pastor to ensure the Word of
God is preached and taught to us.

+ Many industrious parishioners serve in various ways through Operation
Barnabas, Lutheran Women’s Missionary League and Ladies Aid Society,
the Clothes Closet, Church Council and Boards, and all other
organizations at Calvary.

The Board of Stewardship would like to thank everyone for their cheerful
giving at Calvary this year. Paul shares in his second epistle to the Church in
Corinth: “Each one must give as he has decided in his heart, not reluctantly
or under compulsion, for God loves a cheerful giver.” (2Co 9:7)

It is also important to remember that continuing in our stewardship is
essential and necessary. We must remind ourselves that our abilities,
opportunities, and wealth are not a result of our own doings, but of the
Lord’s providential work in our lives. Therefore, we can find joy in serving
the Lord as He is the One who faithfully provides for us and gives us all that
is good.

Upcoming Dates

Wednesday, December 24
Christmas Eve Vespers: 7:00pm

Thursday, December 25
Christmas Day Divine Service: 10:30am

Tuesday, January 6
Epiphany Divine Service: 7:00pm
Sunday, February1
Winter Voters Assembly Meeting: 12:15pm

Wednesday, February 18
Ash Wednesday Divine Services:
10:30am & 7:00pm

THANKSGIVING VESPERS
NOVEMBER 26

An evening worship service will be held on
Wednesday, November 26 at 7:00pm.

The Thanksgiving Vespers service is an
opportunity for parishioners to offer their
gratitude together for what the LORD has
provided to them and our congregation during
this year.

LWML/LADIES AID SOCIETY NEWS

Holiday events will take place in November. These projects are successful
due to your support!

CHRISTMAS COOKIE BAKING: This annual event will take place on
Thursday, November 20, starting at 9:00am. Over 100 dozen cookies will
be made for New Hope Ministries’ Senior Citizens Christmas Party,
homebound parishioners, and our Military Share families. It’s a fun and
busy time. The signup sheet for helping on baking day is posted in the
Narthex.

NEW HOPE MINISTRIES CHRISTMAS BLESSING EXPRESS: This program of
New Hope Ministries allows guests to “shop” for gifts for the entire family
from items donated by the community. We are gathering items through
November. Wish lists of age-appropriate items are clipped to the
collection bin in the Narthex. But please feel free to buy what you believe
someone would like other than clothing. Unwrapped gifts should be put in
the collection bin. All items must be received by Sunday, November 30.

NEXT MEETING: Our next monthly meeting is scheduled for Saturday,
November 15 at 9:30am in the Education Wing Meeting Room. If you are
unable to attend, your mites to support LWML Missionary Grants can
always be put in the wooden box located in the Narthex.

FALL & WINTER YOUTH EVENTS

Calvary Youth will have multiple events
to participate in during the upcoming
months:

SATURDAY - NOVEMBER 22

Students in Grade 3 and up will be
working at New Hope Ministries in
Mechanicsburg from 9:00am—11:00am.

SATURDAY - DECEMBER 20

Students in Grade 3 and up will have a
Christmas party at church, starting at
6:0opm. This will include decorating a
Christmas tree and the youth room.

SUNDAY - DECEMBER 21

Children will have pizza after worship,
then visit some homebound members
and a nursing home. Candy cane reindeer
are being made to be delivered to
residents.

SUNDAY - FEBRUARY 28
Children will have lunch with Pastor
following confirmation instruction.

The Youth Board looks forward to leading
these activities with children of our
congregation.




PARISH CASH FLOW REPORT
January 1-September 30, 2025

INCOME

General Offering $221,874.35

Mission Offering 11,918.75
Building Fund 10,649.75
Plate Offering 2,051.99

Memorials 325.00

My Neighbor Fund 0.00

1-1-1 Project 268.56

Initial Offering 260.00

Church Seasonal Service Offerings 4,879.00
Building Use 300.00

Refunds 0.00

Other Income 28,048.23

Thrivent Choice Dollars 251.00

Lutheran Witness Subscriptions 269.50
Sunday School 200.00

Youth Group 1,770.00
TOTAL INCOME $ 283,066.13
EXPENDITURES

Pastoral Expenses $79,211.25
Personnel Expenses 30,340.05
Real Estate Expenses 30,543.06
Operating Expenses 38,369.26
Ministry Expenses 10,959.03
Mission Expenses 11,100.00
Mortgage Expenses 50,200.47
Non-Budgeted Expenses 9,450.97

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

NET CASH FLOW

$ 260,174.09

$22,892.04

Full financial reports are provided to congregational members at

the quarterly Voters Assembly meetings.

ALTAR GUILD MEETING - NOVEMBER 9

The Calvary Altar Guild will hold its Fall Meeting on Sunday,
November 9 at 12:00pm. A review of holiday worship
services and duties will be conducted. Congregational members
interested in service on the Altar Guild are invited to attend.

VOTERS ASSEMBLY MEETING - NOVEMBER 2

The Calvary Voters Assembly will hold its Fourth Quarter
Meeting on Sunday, November 2 at 12:15pm.

Along with receiving reports and dealing with membership
items, this meeting will have three major agenda items:

(1) Adoption of the 2026 Congregational Budget
(2) Election of Congregational Officers
(3) Update on Reorganization Proposal

All voting members are encouraged to attend.

OPERATION
BARNABAS

LCMS MINISTRY TO THE ARMED FORCES

MILITARY SHARE PROGRAM

Military Share food distributions continue each month on the
third Wednesday. In October, we served 43 families totaling
105 people. Our numbers change monthly based on
individual family situations.

Our Military Share program has been impacted by the current
state budget impasse:

(a) There is no grant money available through the Food Bank
which doubles our monthly costs.

(b) The amount of food provided monthly has dropped from
an average of 2,500 pounds to 1,600-1,700 pounds.

We don’t expect any further changes until the budget is
passed.

TRANSITION IN PLACE (TIP) UPDATE
The Operation Barnabas Committee is working with the TIP
program on two projects:

(1) The Operation Barnabas Committee provided hygiene
products for 20 homeless veterans active in their
program.

(2) We are working on providing 10 Move-In Boxes for
homeless Veteran families moving into transitional
housing. Operation Barnabas has partnered with the
Auxiliary at the American Post 109 in Mechanicsburg to
provide the 10 completed Move-In Boxes ASAP.

EQUIPMENT RESUPPLY

The Military Share Program has on ongoing need for plastic
grocery bags. Please continue to place your bags in the purple
tubs near the Honor Wall.

HONOR WALL

Any member of Calvary who is a veteran and would like their
name added to our Honor Plaque, please speak with either
Bob Ardner or Jeff Douden.

ADOPT-A-CHAPLAIN PROGRAM
Calvary has adopted Chaplain Aaron Bell and his family.
The Operation Barnabas Committee continues to encourage

the congregation to support Chaplain Bell through regular
communication and prayer.

Personal Email: naphshi@gmail.com

Military Email: aaron.bell@marines.usmc.mil
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Next Calvary Comment Deadline is Sunday, November 16, 2025.
Please send info to CalvaryComment@Verizon.net.

LUTHERAN NORTHWEST BAND CONCERT
NOVEMBER 13

The Concert Band from Lutheran High School
Northwest in Rochester Hills, Ml will hold a concert
at Calvary on Thursday, November 13 at 7:00pm.

A free will offering will be taken. Join us as the
band celebrates "Rooted...Built...Established...
Thankful...Therefore Abound” (Colossians 2:6-7)
with their program.

OCTOBER 2025 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY

At its meeting on October 13, the Church Council received
various updates on congregational activities:

e The Finance Committee presented the proposed 2026
Budget to be submitted for congregational approval in
November.

* A heat pump unit in the Education Wing was replaced.

e Contracts for snow removal in the upcoming winter have
been signed.

* A music program for Sunday School children is being
developed.

e The 2026 offering envelope set will include quarterly
“Thank Offering” envelopes that members can use for such
donations.

e An “opportunities guide” is being created to inform
members about how they can serve in the congregation.

e Parents of youth members were meeting with the Youth
Board to establish a calendar of events in the Fall and
Winter months.

e Three individuals will be received as communicant
members of the congregation on October 26.
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