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Our hymnal contains a category of hymns labeled “Christian Home and 
Education.” Within that section is a translation of a 16th century German 
hymn: “Lord, Help Us to Retain” (Lutheran Service Book 865):

Lord, help us ever to retain / The Catechism’s doctrine plain / As Luther taught 
the Word of truth / In simple style to tender youth.
Help us Your holy Law to learn, / To mourn our sin and from it turn / In faith 
to You and to Your Son / And Holy Spirit, Three in One.
Hear us, dear Father, when we pray / For needed help from day to day / That as 
Your children we may live, / Whom You baptized and so received.
Lord, when we fall or go astray, / Absolve and lift us up, we pray; / And 
through the Sacrament increase / Our faith till we depart in peace.

The hymn is based on the content of the Small Catechism. Its stanzas are 
rooted in what are frequently called the “Six Chief Parts”: (1) Ten 
Commandments, (2) Creed, (3) Lord’s Prayer, (4) Holy Baptism, (5) 
Absolution, and (6) Sacrament of the Altar. That makes it a fitting hymn to 
consider this month when we commemorate Reformation Day. For the point 
of our Reformation Day commemoration isn’t simply to recall actions taken 
by one man or group of people within Christendom. Rather, it is to 
emphasize the central teaching of the Scriptures that salvation comes from the 
work of Christ for fallen humanity and how the merits of that work are 
delivered to us.
That is the central message found in the Small Catechism. The Ten 
Commandments spell out the Divine Law that we have not fulfilled, 
diagnosing our guilt and need for salvation. The Creed presents God’s 
identity and work, especially the gracious acts of creation, redemption, and 
sanctification that He does for us. The Lord’s Prayer informs us of our 
relationship to God, so that we may ask Him as Father for all good things that 
we need. The sections on Holy Baptism, Absolution, and Sacrament of the 
Altar show us the divinely instituted ways that bring God’s forgiveness to 
individuals.
The Small Catechism provides a basic summary of our shared confession of 
faith that defines us as Lutheran Christians. Holding that shared confession is 
part of our identity as individual believers and as a congregation. It’s why it 
is listed in the constitution of our congregation and Synod as an authoritative 
teaching document. It’s also why people are asked to subscribe to its teaching 
when they become confirmed members of our congregation: “Do you confess 
the doctrine of the Evangelical Lutheran Church, drawn from the Scriptures, as you 
have learned to know it from the Small Catechism, to be faithful and true?”
Giving such subscription isn’t done to honor Martin Luther or to make us his 
disciples. That would be idolatrous. But we can give such subscription 
because it does rightly convey the saving work of Christ in a plain and simple 
way. If that weren’t so, then we should discard and disregard it. But because 
the Small Catechism is a tool that correctly presents Scriptural truths, we can 
rightly use it to instruct Christ’s disciples, both old and new.
Luther writes about its content: “Every morning—and whenever I have time—I 
read and say, word for word, the Ten Commandments, the Creed, the Lord’s Prayer, 
the Psalms, and such. I must still read and study them daily. Yet I cannot master the 
catechism as I wish. But I must remain a child and pupil of the catechism, and am 
glad to remain so.” [LC, Shorter Preface: 7–8] So as we commemorate 
Reformation Day, it would be a good time for all of us—both veteran 
members and new parishioners—to read through the Small Catechism again.

STEWARDSHIP CORNER 
HARMONIOUS STEWARDSHIP 

“For as in one body we have many members, 
and the members do not all have the same 
function, so we, though many, are one body in 
Christ, and individually  members one of 
another.”(Ro 12:4-5) 
One of the most forgotten concepts in 
stewardship is the interdependent nature of 
the Body of Christ and how that body supports 
the shared work of Christ’s Gospel. This is 
experienced both in the local congregation 
and in broader mission and ministry efforts of 
the Districts and Synod. Paul reminds 
Christians that we are members of one 
another. This is true in our worship and in our 
stewardship of the Gospel. Stewards of all 
shapes and sizes, ages and abilities, affluence 
and influence assemble around Word and 
Sacrament with no one being more important 
than the other. 
Part of this forgetting stems from what eyes 
see and how human minds think. We are quick 
to erroneously conclude that the writer of the 
biggest check is the more important steward. 
Human logic, flawed by sin, could claim that 

(Continued on Page 2) 
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Upcoming Dates 

Sunday, November 2 
 4th Quarter Voters Assembly Meeting 

Tuesday, November 4 
 Election Polls at Church, 7:00am—8:00pm 

Thursday, November 13 
 Lutheran H.S. Northwest Concert, 7:00pm 

Wednesday, November 26 
 Thanksgiving Vespers, 7:00pm 

Wednesday, December 24 
 Christmas Eve Vespers, 7:00pm 

Thursday, December 25 
 Christmas Day Divine Service, 10:30am
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the youngest child or the most infirm member of the congregation would 
be less important when it comes to stewardship of the Gospel.  
Paul makes it clear that this isn’t how stewardship is measured in the Body 
of Christ. Rather, local stewardship can be viewed like the lost art of 
harmony in congregational singing. This has been lost due to the 
performative nature of praise teams or when modern hymnals force the 
novice hymn-singer into unison voice. Creative harmonization by talented 
organists is beautiful to hear, but doesn’t always support worshipers 
singing in parts. This is a loss in demonstrating a very practical aspect of 
whole-body stewardship. 
The sound that builds when singers settle into their voice parts is nothing 
short of heavenly! Yet when individuals sing their parts without any concept 
of how they fit together, the music doesn’t sound as powerful. The narrow 
range of the alto line can sound monotonous. The tenor line can get 
painfully high, while the bass line can get uncomfortably low. But, when 
interdependently entwined with the melody often carried by sopranos, the 
music becomes a tremendously powerful tool to communicate the Gospel. 
The same is true of individual stewards. Stewards with more financial 
means may “carry the tune” for ministry in a local congregation. But that 
doesn’t negate the faithful stewardship of an elderly woman praying for 
members when kept awake by aches and pains or the grief of losing a loved 
one. This doesn’t rule out a developmentally disabled confirmand whose 
basic confession of the faith leaves an impression. It doesn’t rule out the 
single parent, the recovering addict, the family coming out of bankruptcy, 
or anyone else.  
The Lord has entrusted all the baptized with the one thing needful: Christ’s 
Gospel. No one member is more important than another when it comes 
stewardship of this. The biggest check isn’t always the best way to 
communicate the Gospel. More frequently it’s better communicated with 
the widow’s mite, tenacious stewardship of the talents, and so much more.  
In the local congregation and beyond, our corporate stewardship of the 
Gospel needs each other to fill out our great confession. It’s not about 
equal amount. It’s about interdependence that only the Holy Spirit can 
work! Each of us has a role to play, a harmony to sing. The standard for that 
role is faithfulness. We don’t have the same function, but we have the same 
Jesus! As we sing the parts entrusted to us by the Holy Spirit, the sweet 
music of the Gospel goes out! 

Adapted from LCMS Stewardship Ministry publications.

LWML/LADIES AID SOCIETY NEWS 
LWML SUNDAY – OCTOBER 12: Everyone is asked to wear 
something purple in support of LWML. Our Mission Report—a listing of what 
we have done during the past year—will be given out. The Coffee Social 
will offer goodies from our members. While in the Social Hall, please 
check out our bulletin board with pictures and notes about our 
activities. THANK YOU for all the support you have given and continue to 
give to LWML/LAS. 

NEW HOPE MINISTRY HOLIDAY COLLECTIONS: Our holiday collections for 
New Hope Ministries will start with the annual stuffing collection in 
October. Look in the Narthex for the display and collection center. The 
goal is to collect 300 boxes of stuffing this year. Every box is appreciated! 

NEXT MEETING: Our next monthly meeting is scheduled for  Saturday, 
October 18 at 9:30am in the Education Wing Meeting Room. 

OCTOBER CLOTHES  
CLOSET EVENT 

Our next clothing distribution will be on 
Saturday, October 25. The event will take 
place that day from 11:00am—12:30pm. 

Your help is always needed and appreciated. 
Look in church bulletins during October for 
announcements about sorting and set up 
dates.  

Thank you for your ongoing generosity and 
support of this human care ministry! 

FALL	CAMPFIRE	NIGHT	
OCTOBER	11	

There	 will	 be	 an	 adults-only	 campfire	 on	
October	11,	beginning	at	5:30pm.		
Hot	dogs	and	sides	will	be	provided.	Enjoy	a	
relaxing	 evening	 with	 food	 and	 fellowship.	
Bring	a	lawn	chair	to	sit	near	the	fire.	If	you’re	
interested	 in	 participating	 in	 games,	 please	
bring	a	covered	dessert.		
Sign	 up	 in	 the	 Narthex	 or	 contact	 Barb	
Holzwarth	 (717-636-1457)	 or	 Briana	 Smith	
(717-609-3824),	 so	 that	 enough	 food	 and	
materials	can	be	supplied.	

PARISH FAMILY MEETING
OCTOBER 12

The Board of Youth will host a Parish 
Family Meeting after worship on 
October 12 to discuss activities and events 
planned for the youth in the upcoming 
year. Families with youth members are 
asked to attend. 
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 OPERATIONPARISH CASH FLOW REPORT 
January 1–August 31, 2025 

INCOME 
General Offering                                     $ 193,408.06  
Mission Offering                                             9,365.00 
Building Fund                                               8,905.00 
Plate Offering                                              1,841.20 
Memorials                                                      325.00 
My Neighbor Fund                                               0.00 
1-1-1 Project                                                 194.53 
Initial Offering                                               260.00 
Church Seasonal Service Offerings                       4,879.00 
Building Use                                                 250.00 
Refunds                                                             0.00 
Other Income                                              20,949.23 
Thrivent Choice Dollars                                       169.00 
Lutheran Witness Subscriptions                             269.50 
Sunday School                                                    0.00 
Youth Group                                               1,770.00  
                                                                        

TOTAL INCOME                                        $ 242,585.52 
  
EXPENDITURES 
Pastoral Expenses                                      $ 70,502.41 
Personnel Expenses                                       27,222.13 
Real Estate Expenses                                       27,873.89 
Operating Expenses                                      32,857.26 
Ministry Expenses                                           9,266.05 
Mission Expenses                                          11,100.00 
Mortgage Expenses                                        20,622.64 
Non-Budgeted Expenses                                    7,134.73 
                                                                        

TOTAL EXPENDITURES                                 $ 206,579.11 

NET CASH FLOW                                        $ 36,006.41 

Full financial reports are provided to congregational members at 
the quarterly Voters Assembly meetings.

MILITARY SHARE PROGRAM 
Monthly Military Share food distributions continue each 
month on the third Wednesday.  In August, we served 45 
families totaling 112 people.  Our numbers could change 
monthly based on individual family situations. 

EQUIPMENT RESUPPLY 
The Military Share Program has on ongoing need for plastic 
grocery bags. Please continue to place your bags in the purple 
tubs near the Honor Wall. 

TRANSITION IN PLACE (TIP) UPDATE 
The TIP program will collect the hygiene products that the 
the Operation Barnabas Committee has gathered for the 
homeless veterans active in that program. 

The TIP program has issued a request for 10 more Move-In 
Boxes from Operation Barnabas. Assembling these will be a 
fall project. 

HONOR WALL 
Any member of Calvary who is a veteran and would like their 
name added to our Honor Plaque, please speak with either 
Bob Ardner or Jeff Douden. 

ADOPT-A-CHAPLAIN PROGRAM 
Calvary has adopted Chaplain Aaron Bell and his family.   
  

The Operation Barnabas Committee continues to encourage 
the congregation to support Chaplain Bell through regular 
communication and prayer. 
  

Personal Email: naphshi@gmail.com 
Military Email: aaron.bell@marines.usmc.mil

DISTRICT E-NEWSLETTER 
Do you want to see what sister congregations in the 
LCMS English District are doing in their locations? 
Would you like to see where Bishop Miskus or other 
District leaders are visiting? Do you have interest in 
learning about District programs? 
News from around the English District can be obtained 
by subscribing to the Servant-to-Servant e-newsletter: 
https://englishdistrict.org/enews 

LUTHERAN NORTHWEST HIGH SCHOOL BAND VISIT 
NOVEMBER 13 

The Concert Band from Lutheran Northwest High School –
Rochester Hills, MI will be visiting our congregation on their 
Fall 2025 tour. Our congregation will provide a dinner for the 
students, which will be followed by a concert on Thursday, 
November 13. More details about this event will be published 
in the November newsletter and Sunday bulletins. 

TUESDAY NIGHT BIBLE STUDY 
Our Tuesday Night Bible Study is studying the Gospel of 
Matthew during the 2025–2026 academic year.  

The first several sessions engaged in a reading of the text. 
In-depth studies of sections of the Gospel will begin on 
October 7, so it’s still a good time to start attending this 
month.  

Speak to Pastor Zimmerman if you have any questions 
about participating in this class.

mailto:naphshi@gmail.com
mailto:aaron.bell@marines.usmc.mil
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Next Calvary Comment Deadline is Sunday, October 19, 2025. 
 Please send info to CalvaryComment@Verizon.net.

ELECTION OF CONGREGATIONAL OFFICERS 

Congregational officers will be elected at the 
Voters Assembly on November 2.  

Positions to be filled for the 2026–27 term are: 
• Vice-President 
• Treasurer 
• Assistant Financial Secretary 
• Deacon (3) 
• Trustee (3) 
• Education Board Chairperson 
• Evangelism Board Chairperson 

Robert Ardner, Robert Gaffney, and Wendy 
Walters are serving as the Nominating 
Committee to identify congregational members 
to serve in these positions.  

If approached by a Nominating Committee 
member regarding a position, please prayerfully 
consider being a nominee.  

Questions regarding duties of these positions 
can be answered by Nominating Committee 
Members.

SEPTEMBER 2025 CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING SUMMARY 
At its meeting on September 8, the Church Council reported the 
following information and took the following actions: 
• Confirmation instruction for six students this academic year will be 

held on Sundays following Divine Service. 
• Pastor Zimmerman was elected Chairman of the English District Board 

of Directors for the 2025–2028 triennium. 
• The band from Lutheran High School Northwest in Michigan will hold 

a concert at our church on November 13. 
• Our Circuit Forum meets on September 30 to elect delegates to the 

2026 Synod Convention. Pastor Zimmerman and Karen Appel will 
represent the congregation. Jim Mason was nominated as a potential 
lay delegate. 

• Quarterly thank offering envelopes are being introduced in 2026. 
• More weekly offering counters are needed. 
• Congregational members have made specific extra contributions to 

help reduce the mortgage debt. 
• A program for lay visitation of homebound members is being 

developed. 
• The Finance Committee is developing the 2026 Parish Budget for 

consideration and adoption at the November 2 Voters Assembly 
Meeting. 

• An HVAC unit in the Education Wing will need to be replaced. 
• Dates for quarterly Voters Assembly Meetings in 2026 have been set 

for February 1, May 3, August 2, and November 1.
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